1 hy 1 g 
Barren  Fig-tree : || 
| "OR, THE: i 


Doom and Downfall 


= OF THE 


1 
f 


SHE WIN O, 


That the Day of Grace may be N 1 


with him long before his Life is 
ended. 


The Signs alto by which ſuch miſerable 1 
Mortals _ be An. | 


[AY 


Ms ui. 10 


2 
And n A020 Y the Ax is laid ants te Root 5 * | 
Trees: therefore every Tree that bringeth not forth | 
* mw. is hewn mn and caft into the Firs. + 


- 
1 — Iz * >, 


— : — 
— : , . 


— 


LONDON: : "9A 


Printed, for R. Roßixs on, at the Golden Lion, | 
in St. N Church-Yard, Mpoczxvans. 


7 b Pnerzszen VB 


- > $4 » * 4 > 
F ; * yr 1 ; j 
_— 4 " 2 yn ” N 8 ; 8 4 
- 4 1 N * 
2 — 8 ” - . 9 
N . . FO V. . : = , # P + 
A . * 1 228 * 
— * — 1 * 1 
— 


- . 1 6 


. 


a s x 
* * 1 
: ww * 0 9 
; a : 5 ; 
. j 8 * ! i 2 ö z 
: x . * * 5 f : 
4 | | | 
| 4 
. . F P : . | 
3 ; J 3% : 2 a 8 | | | 
> * 4 R © : - c a yy | | | ; 
- : 0 0 ” * 4 . : 45 f 
p BY | 
p & | | 
3 83 " : h | : 
: Pp ; E * $ "os . 
— - 5 | : | 
. „ * « | | | | | | 
2 | ö f is Þ 
— « [1 4 A. * f £ | : 
* 4 # L b F 8 f ; 
o 1 a , | | | 
4 * * 4 ; : | 
2 . * * — ; : . x f 
E * 1 1 — * ; | | ; | 
o - . { : | | 
- E 
1 ; | | 
PL 
7 


— o 
_ F 1 " * 1 ; 
* . rs F 8 1 2 85. | 
| = * , + , x 
"5 » . 5 

| 4 . po, 9 : * 1 

* . - * * * 

7 * WF, * 7 

. 


7 N 5 
a — A | 
Mas n * | . | 
„ß ITY 5 
4 . by e * ? I. | 
; 3 . of - o 6 : 


— 
WY 
9 * 


e 
. 
* 
© 


by * 
: — 
. f 5 
5 N ; 
| my 
* ö | 
b — 2 Cd - 5 | is | | 
* | 
* ” * 9 - * 4 ; 4 s * 5 5 ? 
; © 7 | 
* 4 p * ; | | 
; | i | f 0 14 
4" * I | E 
| | | 7 SA * » 1 
1 1 1 : # ” * Ne 2 , + | 
. ; | 
7 5 N 1 
1 , s ö f 52g | 
| 4 . k 2 
* 1 » ®, . 4 # e = ; - N - | | 
. : 4 . * 4 ; . I ; : = . ; 
„ 8 . ” e - - | F f : 
* * N . ; a 
a » C Re | ; h 
2 ah , 1 . * 1 
| | | LY | g 0 n 7 5 - x 1 
1 = , : | | | 
. : 
: + - . 5 ; 
| | | | | Fa 9 N 4 3? . ; 
» | 
| " 
f f wy * — ; 
3 4 2 by g 
- , , | 
F | | | 
* = - * | | 
Saf nd — * Cod 
* 2 15 
— 25 | 
1 * 
- 1 
4 3 
9 * , of 
| 206 s * 
„ 
- = 1 
- N » > * Sik. 
* 7 2 1 8 * 5 : £ . > P 
te nb ot 2 oy 1 ; 
* WI ccc WIERT Bt 


11 
RS 705 1 
SIS 2 Wl — 2 


TO) I 
f eee 


1 . 


To THE 78 


A4 


f Hove written to thee note 
about the Barren Fig- tree, or 
a how it will fare with "the 
Fruitleſs Profeſſor, that e in 
the Vineyard of God. N 


1 33 


| - Of what Complexion thou ak * 
cannot. Certainly divine, but, _ the: 


; To the READER. 
5 . tells thee, that the Cum. 


e muſt be cut down. LY 


— 


. Cumber- ground Profe ſor, ** 2 


not only a Provocation to God, a 
Stumblins-block to the World, and 
a Blemiſh to Religion, but a Snare 

to his own Soul aiſo. Though his 

- Excellency mount up to the Hea- 

ven, and his ea Teach unto the 

Clouds, yet he ſhall periſh for ever, 

like his own Dung, they that have 

a 17 him, ſpall : be is he: . 


— 


Nor 70 hes count it Pleaſure to. 
riot in the Day-time, but what ' 


dll they do when the, Ax is 2 
ok out. [9] 


" * 


75 i rechoned « a Tree cg Fruit, 42 
= | hs Tree | 


14. +. 


Type Tree who ole Fruit withereth,. 


0] Job. xx. 6. 2 5 [5] 2 . i, 13, 5 
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Tree twice dead, [c] one that mat —_ 
e Phacked ap by the Roots. 
0 thou Cumber-ground, God e 8 1 


fects Fruit, God will come Fe ſeeking 
een „ « 


57 M Exberteting therefore is 0 9 
2 Prof. Lars, that they look f io iy Fas — 
2 8 tale breeds . 


The Barren Pia in «the View 9 
a and the Bramble ia the 

Wood, are both: * for, the 
© Fir Co | : 
'< Profeſſion i is | not: a i to Bid 

from the Eye of God, nor ꝛvill it 
Palliate the. revengeful threat ning 


of his Fuſtice, he 707 co Wang: 49 
cut it down ſhortly. e 


The Church and 4 pate > 
þ are the beft of 1 for the. Up- 
755 3 | 0” 


le] Jude 12. 
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10 1. "READER: PEE, 
F but the worſt in the World - 
For the Cumber-ground : He muſt 
be caſt, as profane, out of the 
Mount of God; Caſt, T ſay, over 
the Wall of the- Vineyard, there to 
wither ; thence to be gathered and 
burned. It had been better for 
them that they had not known the 
Way of Righteouſneſs; [4] Ad 


Jet if they bad not, they had been 


damned; but it is better to go to 
Hell withort, thaw in, or from un- 
dev a Profeſſi ion; Theſe ſhall re- 


5 ceive greater Damnation. Le! 


7 thou be a Profeſſor, read 2501 
tremble; * thou be Profane, % ſo 
_ likewiſe, For if the Righteous 
ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the 

Ungodly and Sinners appear? Cum- 
ber-ground, take heed of the Ax; 
Barren Fig res, beware of the * 

| '/1 


1 Erek. xxviii. 16. J xv. 16. 2 Pet. i. 
12. e Luke xx. 47. „ 
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But I will keep thee no longer out 
the Book; Chriſt Jeſus, the Dreſ-— 
ſer of the Vineyard, take care of. 
thee, dig about thee and dung thee, 
that thou mayeſt bear Fruit: That 
_ when the Lord ef the Vineyard com- 
eth with his Ax to ſeek for Fruit, 
or pronounce the Sentence of Dam- 
nation, on the Barren Fig-tree, thou 
mayeſt eſcape that Fudgment. The 
Cumber-ground maſt to the Wood _ 
| - Pile, and thence to the Fire. 
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Grace be with all them that love 
our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, 
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4. certain Man had a Fig-tree PER in % 
Vineyard, and he came and ſought Fruit 
| - *- thereon, and found none. Then ſaid. * _ 
de the Dreſſer of bu Vi 3 Bebold, 20 4 
lbbeſe three Nears I come ſeeking Fruit n 
i. g- tree, and find none: Cut it down - 
y cumberetb it the Ground. And be 
4. anſwering, ſaid, Lord, let it alone „„ l 
Var "alſo, until I (balk 4 about 3 — 
Aung it: And if it bear Fruit well: An 
. * My that wo N cut 1 


down, 2 5 I 
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7 che wb of this Chap, 
ter, we read, how ſome of th 


| 42A came to Feſus Chriſt, to tell bim > 
2 of the Cruelty of Pontizs N in min 
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10 The Barren Fig- tre. 
gling the Blood of the -Galileans with 
their Sacrifices. An Heatheniſh and N 

prodigious Act. For therein he ſhew=- | 
ed, not only his Malice, againſt the | 

Fewiſh Nation, but alſo againſt their 

Worſhip, and conſequently, their 

God. An Action, I ſay, not only 
Heatheniſnh, but prodigious alſo; for 

the Lord Jeſas paraphraſing upon this 

Fact of his, teacheth the Jes, that 

without Repentance, they ſhould all 
_ likewiſe periſh. Likewiſe, that is, by | 
the Hand _—— the Roman 1 
Empire: Neither ſhould they be more 1 
able to avoid the Stroke, than were 
=_ . thoſe Eighteen upon whom the Tower of 
1 Siloam fell,” and ſlew them ta]: The 
Fulfilling of which Prophecy, for their 
* Hardneſs of Heart, and Impenitency, 


„ On 


* was in the Days of Titas Son of Veſpa- 
an, about forty Years after the Death 
bof Chrift, Then I ſay, were theſe 
Fes, and their City both, environ- 
ed round on every Side, wherein 
both they andit, to Amazement, were 
miſerably. overthrown, God gave 
them Sword, and Famine, Peſtilence, 
and Blood, for their Outrage againſt _, #- 


4 ws 3. A 
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$9] Luke ix. 42, 43, 44. 
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| TDe Barren Fig-tree. 11 
| the Son of his Love: So Wrath came 
i on them to the uttermoſt (C]. 
| _ Now to prevent their old and fooliſh . - 
Salva, which they always had in Rea- 
|3- dinels againft fuch Prophecies and De- 
| nunciations of Judgment, the, Lord 
Jeſau prefents them with their Parable, 
3n which he emphatically ſnews them, 
that their Cry of being the Temple 
of the Lord, and of their being the 
Children of Abraham, &c. And their 
being the Church of God, would nor 
ſtand them in any ſtead, As who 
ſhould ſay, It may be you think co 
help yourſelves againft this my Fo- 
\ phecy, of your utter and unavoida-, 
ble Overthrow,-by the Intereſt which. 
you have in your outward Privile- 
ges; But all theſe will. fail you; for 
Waat think you, A certain Man bad. 
= 8 Fig-rree 72 nred in b Vinezard, and 
he- came and ſought Fruit tbereon, and 
found none, This is your Caſe, The Wl 
7 Land is God's Vineyard, 1 
know it; and I know alſo, that ů2ỹ±ç%0 
are the Fig- trees. But-. behold Ky es | 
wanteth the main thing Fun, for 
the Sake and Expectation of Which 
| : | 3 | 9 1 ONS he 1 
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12 The Barren Fig-tree. R 


the Sake of which he at firſf did 
= Plant this Vineyard ; what remains, 


cut you down, as thoſe that cumber 
the Ground, that he may plant him- 
ſelf another Vineyard, Ten ſaid be 


theſe three Nears I come ſeeking Fruit on | 


0 cumbreth it the Ground? This 
there fore muſt be your End, altho' 


_ fruittulneſs of your Hearts and Lives, 


In Parables there are two Things to 
= be taken Notice of, and to be en- 
mr quired into of them that read 


* 


- 


I. Es, The Metaphors made uſe- 


II. Secondy, The Doctrine, or My- 
Ferie, couched under ſuch AMe- 


he ſet this Vineyard with Trees 
Now, ſeeing the Fruit is not found 
agamongſt you; the Fruit, I ſay, for 


ut that in Juſtice he command to 


to the Dreſſer of bis Vineyard, Bebold, 
this Fig-tree, and find none; cut it down, 
you are planted in the Garden of 
8 for the Barrenneſs and Un- 
U 


vou muſt be cut off, yea rooted up, 
and calt out of the Vineyard. 


tapbors. | F:3 7 | x 
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a The Aae! in this Parable are; * 


Cr.) A certain Man. 
(2.) A Vineyard. 


433 1 barren or true: 5 


leſs. > XD - "Yes 
(F.) Three . N wet 
. Digging and D unging, ce. "i 


The Do&rine, or Myſtery, couched | 
under ' thefe Words, is to ſhew us, £ 
IWhat is like to become of a fruitleſs „ or 


formal Profeſſor ; for 


I. By the Man in the Parable, is 


meant God the [e] Father.” 


2. By the Vineyard, his [4] Church. 


47 4 the Fig- tree, 1 eſſor. 
y 


the Dreſſer, e Lord * 


— 


5. By the Ng trees barrenneſi, 


Prof Lors Fruitleſneſs. _ EAA 
6. By the 1 8 Vears, the Patience 


4 God, 1 for a Time be extendeth 10 
arren Profeſ eſſors. 


1 This Calling tot the Dreſſer of 5 


the YIneJare. te cut it deu „is to 


* 1 4 7 . 
a 3 Was 2 2 + nf 


of — 8 an 


| Pp Luke 5 8 > 
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The Barnes Eren. "FR ö 1 


mew, 


Ihe Barren E Wire „ 
- the Outeries of Fu ice gane 
: fraitheſ Profeſſors [e]. 5 7 1 * 

8. The Dreſſer's interceding, is to 
ſhew, how the Lord Feſus ſteps in, and 
takes Fold of the Head of bis Father's Ax, 

to ſtop, or at leaſt to defer preſent 
Execution againſt a barren g. tree. 
9. The Dreſer's Deſire to try to 
make the g- tree fruitful, is to ſhew 
ou, How unwilling he is that e ver 4 
_ barren e, ſhould yet be barren, and 
= 10. His digging about it, and dung- 1 
hor it, is to ſhew Bi, Willingneſ; to 
apply Goff el Helps to this barren Profeſſor, 
Ee oY. if K L 5 3 be fruitful. 
The Suppoſition fl that the 
Fig- tree may yet continue fruitleſs, is 
to e that when Chriſt Jeſus my - 
done all, There are ſome Profeſſors wi 
abide barren and fruitleſs. 
32. The Determination. upon this 
Suppoſition, at laſt to cut it down, I. 
a certain Frediction of ſuch Profe {ſors una- 
| . and eternal Damnation. 


But to take his Parable into als, | 


"1 and to diſcourſe more particularly, 
e  F20ugh _ 


4 * 

a, a a 4 
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—— 
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1 5. lii. © x 03 Mat, . ji, ; 10. 
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. The as Eger 15 f | 
though with all Brevity, yen all the . 
Parts thereof. He E 


A certain „ Mem "= a 25 "Ont pn 
ES in his Vineyard. 


15 The Man, oY told you, is to pee. 
fent us with God the Father, by 
- which Similitude He 1s often Kr 
in the New Teſtament. 
Ob ſerve then, That it is no new 
Thing, if you find in God's Church, 
barren Fig-trees, fruitleſs Profeſſors ; 
even as here you ſee is a Tree, a 
fruitleſs Tree, a. fruitleſs Fig-rree in 
the Vineyard. Fruit is not ſo. N 


Ry brought fo m__ as a Profeſſion is 


into; it is ea ly for a Man to cloath 
himſelf with a fair Show- in the Fleſh, 
to word it, and ſay, be thou warm- 


cd and filled with the bett. It is no 


hard Thing to do theſe with other 
Things; but to be fruirful, to bring 
forth Fut to God, this doth not every 


Tree; No, not every Fig-rree that 


ſtands i in the Vine epic Ged. Them | 


Words alfo ['g}, Branch in me 
ny: beareth not 22 e taketh away, ] 
a er 8 


; 92 2 — * — 1 8 3 
J John zx. . 
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16 The Barren Fig tree. 
aſſert the ſame Thing. There are 5 
Branches in Chriſt, in Chriſt's Body : 
myſtical, (which is his Church, his 
Vine-yard). that beareth not Fruit, g 
wherefore the Hand of God is to 


take them away. I looked for Grapes, 
and it brought forth wild Grapes, [5] 


that is, no Fruit at all that was ac- 


ceptable with God, Again, Iſrael is 
_ an empty Vine, be bringeth forth Fruit 
unto himſelf, Li] none to God; he is 


without Fruit to God. All' theſe, 


with many more, ſhew us the Truth 
of the Obſervation, and that God's 
Church may be cumbered with, fruis- 
= ſors e with barren Profeſ- | 
1 ; | | 


- "opp 2 a big reg . 


3 8 chers be in God's Church 
= that be barren and fruitleſs ; yer, as 


I ſaid, ro ſee to in Appearance, "they are 


like the reſt of the Trees, even a 
g- tree: It was not an Oak, nor a 
Willow, nor a Thorn, nor a Bramble, © 
f but a H * Ut, Oy come wy 5 


01 Iſaiah v. 4. 13 1 Hof: » 8 
12 Ezek. xxXili. 30, 3. l 


— 
* 


©. The Barren Fig-tvee, 17 

i © thee as the People cometh ; they delight to 
bs know my Ways, as a Nation that did : 

i Righteouſneſs, and forſook not the Ordi- 
nances f their God; they ack of methe © 


WALLY * If 
. ** 2 
— $94. ml; as —— S ———— 
— ot Sony wr oo re 


Ordinances: of Fuſtice, they take! delight 
in approaching to God CI]; And yet but 
barren, fruitleſs, and, unprofitable 
Profeſſors. Juda, alſo was one of 
the Twelve, a Diſciple, an wu a 2 
8 Preacher, an Officer, yea, and ſuch an 
-j one alſo, as none of the Eleven m- 
14 ſtruſted, but preferred before them- 
5 ſelves, each one crying out, L it 12 
„a 1? ; None Of them as we 
read of, miſtruſting Judas, yet he in | 
- Chriſt's Eyes was the: Barren Fig-iree, 
a Devil, à fruitleſs. Profeſſor; The 
fooliſh. Virgins went forth of te 
World with the other, had Lampe, 
and Light, and were awakened win 
the other; yea had Boldneſs to go 
forth when the Midnight Cry wass 
made with the other; and thought 
that tbey could have looked Chriſt I 
in the Face, when he ſat upon the Mi 
Throne of Judgment, with the other; 1 
and yet but fooliſh, but barres Fig 
JJ ge TOO rey or 
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&  W The Barren Fe-tree 


trees, but - fruitleſs Profeſſors: Le 
Many, ſaith Chriſt, ill ſay unto me in 
that Day, this and that {p], and will 
alſo talk of man wonderful Works; 
yet, behold, finds nothing in 
them, but the Fruits of Unrighteouf- - 
neſs ; They were altogether Pew 
and fruitleſs Profeſſors. Las | 


2] 5 5 Hed a Fig-rre [planted] 


Thie word d [plened] doth alſo 
it far; one taken 
Out of its ata 1, or remove 
from the Place it grew in once; one 
that ſeemed to be called, awakened; 1 
and not only ſo, but by ftrong Hand . 
carried from the World, to the Church; 1 
Fe n to Grace ; ; 1% 
neſs. Thou Viss out of =o 
= thou didft caft out the Heathen and | 
= it [9]. Of fome of the Branches 
of this line, were re unfraieful 
Profeſſors. Oy 1. 
It muſt * conctiged therefore, 
That this Profeſſor ¶ that remaineth 


norwithitanding fruitleſs) is, as P 
5 the 


18 Matth. „. 22, 23. [ Luke lil. 
16, _ T4] Pal E. 6... 


The Waves er 0 
the View and Judgment of the 
Church, rightly brought in og : 
to wit, by Confeſſion of Faith, 
: nn; and- 4 Shew of Repentance and Re- : 
generation, (thus falſe Brethren. 
creep- in unawares.) All theſe Things 
this Word Hanted, intimateth ; yea, 
farther, that the Church is Gtisfic 
: with them, conſents: they ſhould a- 
| bide in the Garden, and counteth _ 
them ſound as the reſt. But before 
— God, in the Sight of God, they are 
= - graceleſs Profefſors, barren and Fruits. —_— 
- | . Fig-trees. - _—_— 
Therefore it is one thing to 4 _ 
the Church, or in a Profeſſion; f 
another to be OF the Church fr}, * 
to belong to that Kingdom, cher . 
prepared for the Saint, that is ſo in- 
3 Otherwiſe, being: planted ſhall t 
proſper, ſhall it not utter 7 wither, when 
the Eaſt Wind toucheth it? It ſhalt wither, | 
r e 
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Te Barren Fig-tree. 


i Vineyard. H pocrites, with 
- rotten Hearts, are not afraid toc: me b 
fore God in Jon. Theſe Words 


fore ſuggeſt unto us, a prodigious kind 
of Boldneſs and hardened Fearleſsneis: 
For what Preſumption higher, and 
what Attempt more deſperate, than 


for a Man that wanteth Grace, and 
the true Knowledge of God, to croud 


himſelf (in that ndition) into the 


5 Houſe, or Church of God; or to 


make profeſſion of, and deſire che Name ba, 
of God ſhould be called upon him? 


For the Man that maketh a Profeſ- 
fion of the Religion of. Jeſus Chriſt, 


that Man hath as it were, put the Z 


Name of God upon bimſelf 05 and is 


leſs ſoever before God, or Men) the 
Man that hath to do with God 
Man that God owneth, and will tand 

for. This Man, I fay, by his DX 

ſion ſuggeſteth this all that know 


bim, to be ſuch a Profeſſor,” 
Men merely natural, I mean, Men 
that have not got the de viliſt Art of 


. are afraid to think of do- 
5 ing 


151 Dan. i ix. 11-45 xxxVi. any: 21, 23. and 
+ ip 39. ; ' 3 5 
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ing thus, And of the reſt durſt no gn. 
join bimſelf th them, but the People mag 
ni ed them [t]; And indeed it diſpleal- 


eth God, They have. brought, Caich he, 


Men uncircumciſed into my Santtuary [#]. | 


And again, When you come to appear be- 


fore me, who hath required this at our 


Hands to tread my Courts, ſaith God 


They haye therefore learnt this Bold 
[neſs of none in the viſible World. 
they have only took it of the De- 2 
vil [57]; for he, and he only (win 
theſe his Diſciples) attempt to N 3 
themſelves in the Church before Gd. 
The Tares are the Children of the wicked = 
One bel the Tares, that is, the Hypo- | 


crites that are Satan's Brood, the Ge: 


neration of Vipers, that cannot waa 
che Damnation of Hell. . 


— 4 2 
— : 


[Had] a Fi res planted i in b ndert I 
He doth not ſay, He pattie: 4 k 


tree, but there was a F ig-tree there, 


Bad, or found, a e planted in 
his N 
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114 The Barren Fig-tree, SJ 
The Great God will not acknow- 7 
= >: ledge the barren Fig- tree, or barren 

| Profeſſor to be 5 Workmanſhi oc - 

à Tree of bx bringing in; only the 

" Text ſaith, he bad one there. This is 
much like that in Matthew, Every Plant 
which my Heavenly Father bath not planted, 
ſhall he rooted up [a]. Here again are 
Plants in his Vineyard, which Gd 

Will not acknowledge to be of his 
- Planting : And he ſeems to ſuggeſt, 
= that in his Vineyard there arg many 
- fſuch— EveryPlani, or all thoſe Plants, 

4 or Profeſſors that are got into the Aſ- 
ſembly of che Saints, or into the Pro- 
feſſion of their Religion, without 
God and his Grace, ſhall be roored up. 
And when the King came in to ſee the 
Gaeſts, be ſaw. a Man that had not on a 
 Wedding-garment, and he\ ſaid unto him, 
Friend, bow cameſt thou in hither not ba- 
is one: fo cunning and crafty, that 
| he beguiled all the Gueſts; he got and 
kept in the Church, even until he King 
himſelf came in to ſee the Gueſts ; but his 
Subti ot him nothing. It did not 
dDlind he yes of the King; it did not 


© pervert 
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T be Barren Fig-tree. 23 
wert the Fudgment of the Righteous. 
= 7 1 bow Fog, _ in uber # did 
3 overtake him at laſt; even a publick 
Rejection: The King diſcovered him 
in the Face of all there preſent. Ho- 
: cameſt thou in hither 2 My Father | did AW. 
1 not bring thee hither, I did not bring 
. thee hither, My Spirit did not bring ; 
1 thee hither, thou art not of the Hea- _ 
venly Father's. planting, How: cameſt 
rn ,, / 
He tbat cometh not in at the Door, but © 
F Cclimbeth up ſome. other Way, the ſame 1 4 


Thief and a Robber [e]. This Text alſo 
is full, and plain to dur Purpoſe ; for 
tba Man came. not in by the Door, yet 
got into the Church, he got in by | = 
Climbing; he broke in at the Win- 
dos, he got ſomething of the Light Þ 
and Glory of the Goſpel of our Lord 1 
N Chrif1n his Head; and ſo (hard 
Wretch that he was) he preſumed to | 
croud himſelf among the Children. 
hut how is this reſented? what ſaith 
the King of him? Why this is his Sign, 
: The ſame is 4 Thief and a Robber. See ye 
bere allo, if all they be owned as the 
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24 The Barren Fig-tree. 
Planting of God, that get into his 
Church, or Profeſſion of his Name. 
Had a Hg- tree. Had one without a 
Wedding-garment, had a Thief in his 
Garden, at his Wedding, in his 
Houſe. Theſe climbed up ſome o- 
ther Way, There are many Ways to 
gee pro the Church of God, and Pro-' 
efion of his Name, beſides, and 


\ * 
2 " 
# 


without an entring by the Door. 
1. There is the Way of Lying and Diſ- _ 
| ſembling, and at this Gap he Gibeonites 
[aA] got in. 2. There is ſometimes 
Falſeneſs amongſt ſome Paſtors, either for 
the Sake of carnal Relations or the 
like; at thx Hole Tobiah [e] the Enemy 
of God got in. z. There is ſome- 
times Negligence, and too much Uncir- 
cumſpectneſs in the whole Church, 
thus [] the Uncircumciſed got in. 4. 
Sometimes again, let the Church be. 
never ſo circumſpet, yet theſe have 10 
much Help from the Devil, that hey 
| beguile them all, and ſo get in. Theſe 
are of that ſort of Thieves that Paul 
complains of; Falſe Brethren brought in 
 wnawares [g J. Jude allo cries out of 
i N 


r r 
| [a] Joſhua ix. 3, 4 $3 6, ”, 8, 9. 

J Neh. xiii. 4, 5,6. IJ Ezck. xliv. 7—9- 
5] Cal. ü. 3, 4. FS . 


De Barren Fig-tree, 25 
theſe, certain Men crept in unawares [g. J. 
Crept in, What! were they ſo lowly: 
A voluntary Humility, a neglect ingot 
the [45] Body, not in any honour, 
Oh, how ſeemingly Self-denying are 
ſome of theſe creeping Things, that 
yet are to be held, (as we ſhall know 
them) an Abomination to Iſrael [i]. 
But in a great Houſe, there are not only 
Veſſels of Gold, and of Silver, but alſo f 
Mood, and of Earth, and ſome to Honour, 
and ſome to Diſhonour [RK J. Ey theſe 
Words the Apoſtle ſeems to take it 
for granted, that as there bath been, 
ſo there ſtill / be, theſe kind of Fig- 
trees, theſe barren Profeſſors in the 
Houſe, when all Men have done what 
they can; Even as in a great Houſe, there 
are are always 'Veſſels to Diſhonour,. as 
well as thoſe to Honour and Glory; 
Veſſels of Food and of Earth, as well 
as of Silver and Gold: So then there 
muſt be wooden Profeſſors in the Gar- 
den of God, there muſt be earthy, ear- 
_ then Profeſſors in his Vineyard; but 
that methinks is the biting Word, and es 
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25 The Barren Fig- tree. 
9 | [ome ro Diſhoneur; That to the Romans 1] 
—_ dreadtul, but th ſeems to go be- 
| yond it; That ſpeaks but of the Re- 
probate in general, but the of ſuch 
in particular. Tb ſpeaks of their 
hardening but in foes common Way; 
But /i, that they mult be ſuffered to 
cc creep into the Church; There to fit 
| themſelves for their Place, cheir 021 
„Place [»-], the Place prepared for 
them of this fort only. As the Lord Je- 
nis ſaid once of the Phariſees, Theſe ſhall 
receive greater Damnation In]. | 
5 Barren Fig- tree, fruitleſs profeſſor, 
Haſt thou conſidered that this Fig-tree 
is not acknowledged of God to be his, 
but is denied to be of his Planting, 
and of his bringing unto. his Wed- 
ding? Doſt not thou ſee thou art 
called a Thief, and a Robber, that haſt 
either climbed up to, or crept in at an- 
nother Place than the Door? Doſt 
| thou not hear, there will be in God's 
' Houſe wooden and earthly: Profeſſors, 
and that no Place will ſerve to fit thoſe. 
bk for Hell, bur the Houſe, Church, the 
Vineyard of God! Barren Hg- tree, fruit- 
1 NEE, OR "IL 85 
i Rom. ix- 21, 22, 5 : 39 
»] AR. i. 25. la! Luke x xx, 49> | 
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Aud [He] came and ſought Fruit thereon. 


When 4 Man hath got 3 profeſſion, 


and is crouded into the Church and 
Houſe of God; the Queſtion is not 
nom, Hath he Life, hath he right 


Principles, but hath he Fruit? He came 


ſeeking Fruit thereon. It mattereth not 
who brought thee in hither? whether 
God or the Devil, or thine own vain® 
glorious Heart: But. haſt thou EM, . 


doſt thou bring forth Fruit unto God 


And let every one that nameth the Name of 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, depart from Iniqui- 


- 23 [o]. He doth not ſay, and let eve- 
ry one that hath Grace, or let thoſe 
that have the Spirit of God; but let 
every. one that nameth the Name of the 


Lord Feſus Chriſt depart from Iniquity. _-.- 


What do Men meddle with Religion 


for? Why do, they call themſelyes by 


the Name of the Lord Jeſus, if they 
have not the Grace of God, the Spirit 
of Chriſt [y]. God therefore expecleth 
Frait; What do they do in the Vine- 
yard? Let them work, or get them 
out, 
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28 _ The Barren Fig tree. | 
bourers in it: Son, Go 40 work to 
Day in my Vinepard [q]. Wherefore, 
Want.of Grace, and Want of Spirit, will 
not keep God from ſeeking Fruit; And 
he came and ſaught Fruit thereon, He re- 
quireth that which ye [r] ſeemeth to 
have: Every Man in the Vineyard, 
and Houſe ot God, promiſeth himſelf, 
profeſſeth to others, and would have 
all Men take it for granted, that an 
 eavenly Principle is in him, Why 
then ſhould not God ſeek Fruit. 
As for them therefore, that will re- 
tain the Name of Chriſtians, fearing 
God; and yet make no Conſcience of 
bringing forth Fruit to him: He faith 
| to ſuch, way, As for you, go ye, ſerue 
every one his Idols, and hereafter alſo; if 
ye will not hearken unto me [J. Barren 
_ Fig-rree; doſt thou hear, God expe- 
&eth Fruit, God calls for Fruit, yea, 
God will ſhortly comg ſeeking Fruit on 
this barren Fig-rree. Barren Fig-tree 
either bear Fruit, or go out of the 
Vineyard, (and yet then thy Caſe will 
be unſpeakably damnable). Yea, let 
me add, if thou ſhalt neither bear 
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- Names out ef thy Mouth [t]: He will 
have Fruit. And I ſay farther, if 


thou wilt do neither, yet God in Ju- | 


ſtice and Righteouſneſs will ſtill come 
for Fruit. And it will be in vain for 


thee to count this . He wil 


reap where he hath not ſowed,. and gather 
where he hath not ſirewed ay —_— 
TR doſt thou hear: i 5 
Q. What if a Man Pala 20 Gract 2. 


— Ves; lein he mah a Profeſs 
ſion. 


— 
— 


And be came . bb Frair [chereon]. 


. Church then, and a Profeſſion, 
are not Places where the Workere of 
Iniquity may hide themſelves and Sins 
from God. Some of old thought, 
that becauſe they could cry, Tbe 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 

Lord, that therefore they were de- 
livered, or had a Diſpenſation to do 


- the Abominations which they com- 


| mitted; as ſome in our Days. For, 
- why, ſay they, have a Right to the 
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Perofeſſors, if not 


Affections after Pride, 


II Jer. vii. 4, 5j 6, 7, 8, &c. 
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Creatures, if not Chri tians, if not 
Church-Mem- 
bers [x]? And from this Concluſion 
let go the Reins of their inordinate 
Ambition, 
Gluttony, pampering themſelves with- 
out Fear [/], daubing themſelves with 
che Lallb-proroking Faſhions of the 
Times; to walk with ſtretched out 
Necks, naked Breaſts, friſled Fore- 
tops, wanton Geſtures, in gorgeous 


| Apparel, mixt with Gold and Pearl, 


and coſtly Array. I will not here 


make Inſpection into their Lives, 
their Carciages. at Home in their 
-- "Corners, and ſecret Holes: But cer- 
>. Tainly, Perſons thus ſpirited, thus 
_ principled, and thus inclined, have 


but empty Boughs, Boughs that want 
the Fruit that God expects, and chat 


; God. will come down to ſeek. 4 


Barren Fig- tree, thou art not licenſed 
thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord 


X the Vineyard, to bear theſe Clu- 


iters of Gemorrab: Neither ſhall the 
Vineyard, nor thy being crouded among 


the Trees there ſhelter thee from the f fight 


of the 118 of God. * make Reli- 
n Rt 
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Ihe Barren Ficxtree. 31 
gion their Chat, and - Chriſt their 


Stalking- bor e, and by that Means co- 


ver themſelves, and hide their own 
Wickedneſs from Men: But God ſeech 
their Hearts [u], has his Print upon the 
Heels of their Feet, and pondereth ail 


their Goings: And at laft, when their 


Iniquity is found to be hateful, He 
will either ſmite them with Hardneſs 


of Heart, and ſo leave them, or awa: 


ken them to bring forth Fruit. Fruit 
he looks for, ſeeks and expects, bar- 


ren Fig- tree 


But what! Come into the Preſence 


of God to ſin, What! Come into the. 
Preſence of God 40 hide thy Sin. Alas 
Man! The Church is God's Garden; 
and Chriſt Jeſus is the great Apoſtle 
and Figh-Prieſt of our Profeſſion. 
What! Come into the Houfe that is 
called by my Name []! into the 
Place where my Honour dwelleth [5]. 
There mine Eyes and Heart are con- 


tinually!- What, come therexo fin, 


to hide thy ſin, to cloak thy ſin! His 
[=] are an Orchard with pleaſant 


r Fruits 


| * L Luke xvi. 15. Job xiii. 27. Prov. v. 21. 
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Fruits, And every time he goeth into 


his Garden, it is to ſee the Fruits of 


the Valley; and to fee if the Vine 


flouriſh, and if the Pomegranates 


8 


Tea, ſaith he, He ns ſeeking Fruit 
on this Fig- tree. The Church is the 
Place of God's Delight; where he e- 


ver deſires to be, there he is Night 
and Day. He is there to ſeek for 
Fruit, to ſeek for Fruit of all, and 
every Tree of the Garden. Where- 
fore aſſure thyſelf, O fruitleſs one, 


that thy Ways muſt needs be open be- 
fore the Eyes of the Lord. One black 


Sbeep, is ſoon eſpied, although in com- 


Church and a Proteflion are not 


pany with ; that is taken with the firſt 
Caſt of the Eye; its different Colour 
{till betrays it. I ſay therefore, A 


Places where the Workers of Iniquity 


may hide themſelves from God, that 


ſeek for Fruit, Mh Vineyard, ſaith God, 
which 10 mine, wu before me [b. > 
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And be came and ſought Fruit thereon, _ 


(land found none. 
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Barren Fig-tree, hearken, The conti- 


nual non- bearing of Fruit, i a dreatiful 
Sign, that thou art to come to a dreadful 
End, as the winding up of this Farable 


concludecth. _ „„ 
And found none. None at all, or none 
to God's liking + For when he ſaith, 
He came ſeeking Fruit thereon, He means 
Fruit meet for God [c], pleaſant Fruit, 
Fruit good and ſweet. _ 


Alas! It is not any Fruit will ſerve; 
bad Frutt is counted none. Every Tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit, a hewn 


down, and caſt into the fre [(Il J. 
. There is a Fruit among Profeſ- 


ſors that-withers, and ſo never comes 


to be ripe, a Fruit that is ſinitten in the 
growth, and comes not to maturity, and = 


PUT, 
* 


00 


- 


this is reckoned vo Fruit. This Fruit 
thoſe Profeſſors bear, that have many 


fair Beginnings, or Bloſſoms : That 


make many fair Offers of Repentance 
and Amendment : that begin to pray, 
to reſolve, and to break off their Sins 


by Righteouſneſs; but ſtop at thoſe 


Beginnings, and bring forth no fruit 
to perfection. This Man's Fruit is wi- 


1 thered, RY 


la] Heb. vi. la] Matth, il. 10, 
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thered, wrinkled, ſmitten Fruit, and 


e in Effect, 20 fruit ar al. 
1 2. There 1s an baſey Fruit, ſuch as 


is the Corn upon the Houſe-top [e], or 
that which ſprings up on the Dung bill. 
that runs up ſuddenly, violently; with 
great Halls, and big Se, and yer at 
laſt proves empty of Kernel. Thi Fruit 
is to be found 1n thoſe Profeſſors, that 
on a ſudden are ſo awakened, fo con- 
vinced, and ſo affected with their 
Condition, that they ſhake the whole 
Family, the End- ſhip, the whole Town. 
For @ while they cry haſtily, vehement- 
ly, dolefully, mournfully; and yet 
all is but a Pang, an Agony, a Fit, 
they bring not forth Fruit with Pati- 
ence. Theſe 5 called thofe haſty” * 
Fruits, that ſhall be as a fading flower [F J. 
3. here 18 a Fruit are vile, "£7 
. HM-rafted [g) how long ſoever it be 
in growing []; the Root is dried, 
and cannot convey a Sufficiency of 
SBra⸗ap to the Branches to ripen the Fruit. 
Theſe are the Fruit of fuch Profeſſors, 
whoſe Heart is eſtranged from Com- 
A munen 
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munion with the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
Fruit | groweth from themſel nes [7 }, 
from their Parts, Gifts, Strength of 
Wit, natural or moral Principles. 
Theſe, notwithſtanding they bring 
forth Fruit, are called empty Vines; 
ſuch as bring not forth Fruit to God. 
' "Their Root is dried up, they ſhall bear no 
fruit; ea though: they bring forth, yet 
will lay, even the beloved fruit of their 
oo. . 
4. There is a Fruit that is wild, I 
poked for Grapes, and jt brought forth 
wild Grapes. [=]. 1 obſerye, That as 
there are Trees and Herbs that are 2 
ty right, and noble; fit indeed for the 
Vin ard. So there are alſo thei 
Semblance, but wild; not right, but 
ignoble. There is the Grape and the 
Hild-grape, the Vine and the Wild-wine, 
the K e and the Canker-roſe, Flowers 
and Wild-flowers, the Apple and the 
1ild-apple; which we call the Grab. 
Now rote from theſe id Things, 
however they may pleaſe the Children, 
to play with, yet the prudent and grade 
count them of little, or no Value, 


There are allo in the World a Gene- 
. been 
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36 The Barren Fig-tree. 
ration of Profeſſors, that notwith- 
ſtanding their Profeſſion are wild by 
Nature; yea, ſuch as were never cut 
out, Or off, ſrom the Wild Olive-tree, nor 
never yet planted into the good Olive- 
tree. Now theſe can bring nothing 
forth but Wild Olive-berries, they can- 
not bring forth Fruit anto God, Such 
are all thoſe. that have lightly taken 
up a Profeflion, - and crept into the 
Vineyard; without a New-birth, and 
the Bleſſing of Regeneration. 
F. There is alſo untimely Fruit, 
Even as a Fig-tree caſteth ber Untimely-- 
gs [7]. Fruit out of Seaſon, and fo 
no Fruit to God's lik ing. 
There are 7wo' Sorts of Profeſſors 
ſubje& to bring forth untimely Fruit. 
1. They that bring forth (Fruit) 
too ſoon. * . 
2. They that bring forth (Fruit) 
. I nw a 
Nr, They that bring forth zoo ſoon, 
They are ſuch as at preſent receive the 


Word with 7%, and anon before they 


have Root downwards, they thruſt 
forth upwards; but having no Root, 
when the Sun ariſeth they are ſmitten, 


IJ Rev. vi. 13. 
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and miſerably die without Fruit. 


Theſe Profeſſors are thoſe light and 3 


inconſiderate ones, that think nothing 
but Peace will attend the Goſpel ; and 
ſo anon rejoice at the Tidings, with- 
out foreſeeing the Trouble: Where- * 
fore when the Trouble comes, being 
unarmed, and ſo not able to ſtand 


any longer, they die, and are Wi- 


thered, and bring forth no Fruit. 
He that receiveth the Seed into ftony Places, 
_ the ſame # be that beareth the Word, and © 

anon with Joy receiveth it; yet hath be 
ne: Root in himſelf, but dureth for a while ; 


for when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth, 


becauſe of the Word, by and by they are of. 
fended m]. There is in . xxvin. 
mention made of ſome, Whoſe glorious 
Beauty ſhall be a fading Flower, becauſe 
it is Fruit before Summer In]. Both 
theſe are untimely Fruit, 
_ Secondly, They alſo bring forth un- 
_ timely Fruit, that Ray 2 the Seaſon 
1 over, God will have bs Fruit in bz 
_ Seaſon ; I ſay, he will receive them 
of ſuch Men as ſhall render them to 
him in their Seaſons [o] ; the — 5 


1 > 


. 
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of the Seaſon 1s dangerous, ſtaying till 


the Door is ſhut [y], is dangerous. 
Many there be that come not till the 
Flood of God's Anger is raiſed, and 


too deep for them to wade through : 


Surely, in the Floods of great Waters, they 
ſhall not come nigh unto bim IJ]. Elau's, 
afterward, is fearful : For ye know, that 
afterward, when he would have inherited 
& Bleſſing, he was rejected; for be found 
no place o Re entance, * he ſought it 
PID with Tears [r]. 
So the Children of. ad, they 
brought to God the Fruits of Obedi- 
ence too late ; their, Lo we be bere, 


came too late; their We will go up[5], 


came to late. The Lord Hay {worn 


before that they ſhould not poſſeſs the 
Pa [7]. All theſe are ſuch as bring 


forth antimely Fruit [4]. It is the hard 


Hapof the Reprobate to do all things 


too late [x]; to be ſenſible of his 


want of Grace, too late [z]; to be 
ſorry for Sin, too late; to mourn for 


| ls * late; ; to. o ſeek Repentance, 


oo 


lol Matth. xxv. * 11. 101 Pſa. xxxii. 6, 


5 Heb. xii. 16, 17. J] Numb. xiv. 40,4 1,42. 
Tel Ver 21, 22, 23. [4] Matth. xxv. 10. 


„ Fx] Gen: iv. 13, 14 


[7] Heb. x17 17. 11 Luke Xii. 257 26, 27. : 
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too late; to ask for Mercy, and to 
deſire to go to Glory, too late. 
I. Thus you fee chat Fruit ſmitten 
in the Growth, that withereth, and that 
comes not to maturity, 4 10 Fruit [4]. 
2. That +4afy Fruit, fuch as the 
Corn upon the Houſe- top T6], withereth 
alſo before it growerh up [<], and is 
ws Fruit. _ 
3. That the Fruit that is wile [#] — 
and Il. taſted, is no Fruit. © 1 
4. That wild 1 W; I-grapes [4], 

are no Fruit. 

That deals” Fruit, ſuch as 
comes tos ſoon, or that comes too late, 
ſuch as come not in rheir Seaſon, are 
10 Fruit. 


| And be came ye” Peri Friis thereon, 
Te and. fn none. 


a Nothing wil do but Fruit: He 
looked for Grapes; when the Time of Fruit 
drew near, be ſent ö Servants to the 
Hurbandmen rb they might receive the 


N 55 Lf] . deen i 
| U 


[4] ike viii. 7 Prat xx; . 
fa Jer. it. 4. "6 La. . + le! a 1 | Fa 


40 Me Barren Fig-tree. 
Queſt. But what Fruit doth God 
——!.!... Re i. 5 
- Anſw., Good Fruit. Every Tree that. 
bringeth not fouh good Fruit, « hewn 
down [g]. Now before the Fruit can 
be good, the Tree muſt be good; for 
good Fruits make not a good Tree ; 
but a good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit; 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs 
of Thiſeles [hb]. A Man muſt be good, 
elſe he can bring forth no good Fruit; 
1 he muſt have Righteouſneſs imputed, 
that may ſtand good in God's Sight 
| from the Curſe of his Law. He muſt. 
have a Principle of Righteouſneſs in 
his Soul, elſe how ſhould he bring 
forth good Fruits; and hence it is, 
that a Chriſtian's Fruits are called, 
| The Fruits of the Spirit [i], the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs, which are by TFeſws 
Cbriſt [&]. The Fruits of the Spirit, 
therefore the Spirit muſt be there; 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, there- 
fore Righteouſneſs muſt fr be there; 
but to particularize in a few Things 
„„ Se, „ 
PAK . ox Firſt, | 


„ 4445+ 
Mat. VII. 16, 17, 18, 19,20. II Cal. v. 22, 23. 
Le] Phil. i. 11. e 1 7 


« 
„ . 


— 
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_ The Barren Fig tie. 41 
Firſt, God expecteth Fruit that will 
_ anſwer, and be worthy of the Repen- 
tance, which thou feigneſt thyſelf to 
have. Evxery one in a 9 5 and 
that hath crouded into the Vineyard, 
pretendeth to Repentance: Now of e- 
very ſuch Soul, God expecteth that 
the Fruits of Repentance be found to 
attend them. Bring forth therefore fruits 
meet for Repentance | 95 or anſwerable 
to thy Profeſſion. of the Doctrine of 
Repentance. Barren Fig-tree, Seeing 
thou art a Profeſſor, and art got into 
the Vineyard; thou ſtandeſt before 
the Lord of the Vineyard, as one of 
the Trees of the Garden: Wherefore 
He looketh for Fruit from thee, as 
from the reſt of the Trees in the Vine- 
yard ; Fruits [m], 28 and ſuch as 
may declare thee in Heart and Life, 
one that hath made ſound Profeſſion 
of Repentance. By thy Profeſſion thou 
haſt ſaid, I am ſenſible of the Evil of Sin: 
Now then, live ſuch a Life, & de- 
clares that thau art ſenſible of the 
il of Sin, By thy Profeſſion thou 
halt ſaid, Iam ſorry for my Sin: 5 | 
, Ry | then 


II Matth. ii. 3. [z] PRL nl. 4. 
Bid. xxxviii. 4. 1, xl. 2. 8 


- 
* 


I 
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42 The Barren Fig- tree. | 
then live fuch a Life as may declare 
ths Sorrow. By thy Profeflion thou 
haſt ſaid, Iam aſhamed of my Sin [u]: 
Ay, 5 5 a Life, that _ 
may ſee thy Shame for Sin [o]. By thy 
| Piofelfion” thon ayeſt, Fake Led 
From, and left off, and am become an Ene- 
may to Coo An of Evil [y]: Ah: 
But doth thy Life and Converſation 
declare thee to be ſuch an one! Take 
heed, barren Pig-rree, left ry Life firould 
ive thy Profeſſion the Lye. I ſay again, 
ake heed, tor God himſelf will come 
for Fruit; And be ſought Fruit there- 
T. as Ne Pe 4 <% 
ou have ſome Profeſſors, that are 
, only Saints before Men, when they are 
Abroad; but are Devils and Vipers at 
Home; Saints by Profeſſion, but De- 
vils by Practice; Saints in Word, but 
Sinners in Heart and Life. Theſe 
Men may have the Profeſſion, but 
they want the Fruits that become Re- 
Barren Fig-tree ! Can it be. ĩmagined 
tkat thoſe that paint themſelves, did 


lu] Pal. xxxviii. 18. Ia. lix. 20. 
le] Jer. Xxxi. 199 lp] Acts xxvi 18. 
——Aͤ c 
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ever repent of their Bid; or that 
thoſe that purſue this World, did ever 


_ repent of their Cowverouſneſs ; or that 


thoſe who walk with wanton Eyes, 


did ever repent of their ffeſbiy Lyfts. 


Where, barren Fig-tree is the Fruit of 


theſe Peoples Repentance? Nay, do 
they not rather declare to the World, 
That they have repented of their Profeſſion © 


Their Fruits look as if they had. 
Their Pride ſaith, they have repented 
of their Humility; their Coveroufneſs 
| declareth, that they are weary of 
depending upon God; and doth not thy 


anton Actions declare, that thou 4ab- 


horreſt Chaſtity ? Where is thy Fun, 


barren Fig-rree * Repentance is not 
only a Sorrow, and a Shame for, but 
a turning from Sin to God [q] ; it is al- 
led Repentance from dead Works. Halt 
thou that godly Sorrow, that work- _ 
eth Repentance to Salvation, never to be © 
reyemed of [r]? How doſt thou ſhew, 
hy „ and clearing of thy 
ſelf; thy Indignation againſt Sin; 
thy Fear of offending ; thy vehement 
Defire to walk with God; thy Zeal 
for his Name, and Glory in the. 
e He aa — = 


thy Carefulneſs 


—. 


[4] Heb, vi. 
= MG 


, 
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World; and what Revenge haſt thou. 
in thy Heart againſt every Thought | : 
of Diſobedience? | 
But where is the Fruit of this Re- 
e Where is thy Watching, 
thy Faſting, thy Praying againſt the 
Remainders of Corruption? Where is. 
thy Self- abhorrence; thy Bluſhing be- 
fore God, for the Sin that is yet be- 
hind ? Where is thy. Tenderneſs of 
the. Name of God and. his Ways? 
Where is thy Self-denial and Con- 
tentment? How doſt thou ſhew be- 
fore Men the Truth of thy turning to 
God? Haſt thou renounced the hidden 
Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Gf. 
 rineſs [5]? Canft thou commend thy 


ſelf ro n Man' s Saen in the . 
v God'f 


4nd be ſug Fruit _ 0 <= 
3 God. expotierh Fruits that. 


ſhall anſwer that Faith which thou makeſt 


Profeſſzon f. The Profeſſor that is got 
into the ineyard of God, doth feign 
that he hath the Faith, the Faith 
moſt holy, the Faith of God's Elec. % 
Ah But where are thy Fruits, Bar- | 


ons 


* 15 2 Cor. iv: eg. 


The Barren Fig-tree. 45 
ren Fig- tree? The Faith of the Ro- 
-mans was ſpoken .of throughout the whole 
Mord; and the Theſſalonians Fairh 

ꝶꝙvʒ. ...... Tong 
Thou proteſſeſt to believe thou haſt 
a Share in another World; Haſt thou 
let go the, barren Fig- tree? Thou 
profeſſeſt thou believeft in Chrift ; Is 
he thy Joy, and the Life of thy Soul? 
Tea; What Conformity unto Him, to 

his Sorrows and Sufferings? What 
Reſemblance hach his Crying {:] and 
Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dying 
wrought in thee ? Doſt thou bear in 
thy Body the Dying of the Lord Je- 
ſus2 And is alſo the Life of Feſus made 
manifeſt in thy mortal Body? Barren Fig- 
tree, Shew me thy Faith by toy Works 1 
| Shew out of a good Converſation thy Works 


with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. © 
What Frait, what fruit, Barren Fig- 
tree, what Degree of Heart- Holineſs ? 
for Faith purifies the Heart | x]; What 
| Love to the Lord Jeſus? tor Fab 
 worketh by Love n e 
cording io the Seaſons of Grace thou art 


> =» 


. LJ. Phil. iii. 8, 9, 10. [2] Jam. ii. 18. 


Thirdly, God expecteth Fruits, ce. : ; 


4. ui. 13. [x] Ads xv. 9. {5} Gal v. s. 


14 x 
+ q 
» 1 -) 


ceives Bleſſin 
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= according to the Rain that com- 
eth upon thee. Perhaps thou arc plant- 


ed in a good Soil, by great Waters, 
that thou mighteſt bring forth Bran- 


ches, and bear Fruit; that thou might- 


eſt be a goodly Vine or Fig- tree: 


Shall he not therefore ſeek for Fruit, for 


Fruit anſwerable to the Means? Barren 


Fig-tree, God expects it, and will find 
it too, if ever He bleſs thee. For the 


Earth "which drinketh in the Rain that. 


comes oft upon it, and bringeth farth Herbs 
meet for him by whom it is dreſſeth, re- 


Zs nigh unio Corſi "Bs ha End 3s 10 be 


burnt [o]. 
Barren Soul, How many Showers of | 


Grace, how many Dews from Hea- 


ven, how many times have the filver | 


Streams of the City of God, run glidin 
thy Roots, to cauſe thee 0 bring forth 
ik d]! Theſe Showers, and Streams, 


and the Drops that hang upon thy 


Boughs, will all be accounted for ſe]; 


And will they not teſtify againſt thee, 
YE; FROM; -oughteſt of right 10 be. 


burut £ F '] 


[4] Heb. uz; is | 10 Rom, i; LON 


uns Col. IT 3,6 


\ 
\ 


ng from God; but that which 
beareth Thorns and r is rejected, and 


9 


* ng on 
: 5 


8 The Barren Fag<tree. 47 
burnt [g]! Hear, and tremble, O thou 
barren Profeſſor | Fruits that become the 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel, the God of Heas. 1 
ven expecteth [Hg. The Goſpel hath in = 
it the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the King= 1 
dom of Heaven, and eternal Eife [7]; - 
But what Fruit hath thy Profeſſion of 
a Belief of theſe Things put forth in 
thy Heart and Life? Halt thou given 
Tu ſelf to the Lord, and is all that 
thou haſt, to be ventured for his 
Name in this World? Doſt thou walx 
like one that is bought with a Price, 
Even the Price of Chriſt's precious Blood? 
 Fourthly, The Fruit that God ex- 
pecteth is ſuch, As it meet for bimſelf, | 
Fruit that may glorify; God: God's 1 
Trees are Trees of Righteouſneſs, the plant 
ing 1 the Lord, that he may be glorifis ö 
ed [E]; Fruit that taſteth of Heaven, mM 
Abundance of ſuch Fruit: For herein, 
ſaith Chriſt, i my Father glorified, that 
that ye bring forth much Fruit I. Fruits: 
of all kinds, ne and old, the Fruits of 
the Spirit is in all Goodniſs, and Righs! 
3h orient bis reonſneſs,;  , 


- 


el. E Cor. vii. 3. Cel Ads iv. 32 
er. vi. 20. [III I. Hi. 3 
L] Joh. xy. 8. | e 
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48 The Barren Fj g-tree.. 
teouſne 75 aud Truth, Fruits before the 
World, fruits before the Saints, fruits 
8 before God, fruits before Angels. 

O my Brethren, What manner of 
Perſons ought we to be: who have ſub- 
ſcribed to the Lord, and have called 
ourſelves by the Name of Iſrael? One 


5 ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's; and another. 


ſhall Fall himſelf by the Name o Jacob; 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with 1,5 Hand 
unto the Lord, and ſirname bimſel by 


tte Name of Iirael [1]. Barren Fig- 


tree, haſt thou ſubſcribed, haſt thou 
- "pallet thyſelf by the Name of Jacob? 
And ſirnamed thyſelf by the Name of 
Iſrael? All this thou. pretendeſt to, 
| [zz] who art got into the Vineyard, 
who art placed among the Trees of 
the Garden of God: God doth there- 
fore look for ſuch ] Fruits as is worthy 
of his Name, as is meet for bim, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Me ſhould walk wor- 
thy of God; that is, ſo as that we may 


ſhew in every Place, that the Pre- 
ſence of God is with us, his Fear is 


us, and his Majeſty and Authority 
upon our actions. Fruits meet for him, 
ſuch a ne , him, ſuch 

1 „ c T 
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Truſt in his Word, ſach Satisfaction 
in his Preſence, ſuch a truſting of him 
with all my Concerns, and /ach De- 
light in the Enjoyment of him, that 
may demonſtrate that bs Fear u in my 

Heart, that my Soul is wrapt up. in 
him, and that my oy and Soul, and 
Eſtate, and all, are in Truth, through 
his Grace, at his Diſpoſe, Fruit meet 
for him, Hearty Thanks, and bleſſing. 
God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good 
Word, for his Free- Grace, for the 
Diſcovery of himſelf in Chriſt to the 

Souls, ſecret Longing after another 4 
World, Fruit meer for him, Liberality _ Þ} 

to the poor Saints, to the poor World; 2 
a Life, in Word and Deed exemplary, i 
a patient and quiet enduring of all _—_ 
Things, till I have done and ſuffered _Þ} 
the whole Will of God, which he hath AF 
appointed for me, That on the good 
Ground are they, which in an honeſt and = 
good Heart, having heard the Ward, keep 
it, and bring forth Fruit with Patience {k]. 
This is bringing forth Fruit unto God. 
Having our Fruit unto Holineſs, and our 
End everlaſting Life, Rom. vii. 4. vi. 22. 


[4] Luke vi. 13. 
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| E, The Lord expects Fruit be- 
coming the Vineyard. of God, The Vine- 
yard, faith he, 2 4 very fruitful Hill I]; 
wicnels che Frait brought forth in all Ages: 
_ The moſt barren Trees that ever grew 

in the Wood of chis World, when > jou 
ed in this Vineyard, by the God F Hea» 
wen, What Fruit to Godward have 
they brought forth? Abel offered the 

more excellent Sacrifice Im]. Enoch 
25 walked with God three feds LY Years; 
Noah by his Life of Faith, conderened 

the Wor d, and became Heir o f the Righte- 
ouſneſs which is by Faith, A 8 left 


5 Country, and went out after God, +. 


knowing wh ther be went. Moſes left A 
Kingdom, and run the Hatard of the 
 . Wrath of the King, for the Love he had 


9255 to God and Chriſt. What ſhall I lay 


of them who had Trials, not e 
Deliverance, tbat they might obtain a better 
Reſurrection? They were ſtoned, they were 


fawn aſunder, were tempted, were ain 


F- with the Sword: They wandered about in 
1 Sbeeps-skins and 3 „being deſti- 
.  fute, affiifted, tormented. Peter left his 


5 Facher, Ship and Nets 9 Paul "Ee | 


* 
& 2 


vis "41 15 v , 6} Heb, xi, 4 to 377 
: 0) Marth, iv. 18, 19. : | 
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: off 10800 che Reer of S "Ken 
brought their Goods and Poffeſſions, 
(the Price of them) and caſt it down 


at the Apoltles Feet; and others 
brought their Books together, and 


burnt them, curious Books, though they 


Were Worth Fift rhouſand Heces of Sits. .. 
ver [0]. I could add, how many 
willing y offered themſelves in all 
Ages, .and their all, for the wort 
Name of the Lord Jeſus; to be wrac * - 


ed, ſtarved, hanged, .burned, drown- 
ed; pulled in pieces, and a chouland 
Calamities. Barren Fig- tree, the 


Vineyard of God hath been a fruitful, 
Place, What doſt thou there? What 


doſt thou bear? God expects Fruit 
according to, or becoming the Soil or | 
the Vineyard. 

Sixthly, The Fruit which God ex- 
pecteth, is ſuch as becometh God's 
Husbandry and Labour. The Vine 
yard 1s God's. Hasbandry, or Tilage. I am 
Ihe Vine, ſaith Chriſt, and. my Fatber 
the Hutbandmen [p]! And again, 2 
are God's Hubandry, ye are God's Build. 


ing ſp FEE "+ God fences. | | 
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it, God heat out the Stones, God 
builds the Tower, and the Wine-preſs 


in the midſt thereof [7]. Here is La- 


bour, here is Protection, here is re- 
moving of Hindrances, here is con- 


venient: Burgacion, and all bat there 


might be Fruit. 

Barren Fig-tree, What Fruit haſt 
thou? Haſt thou Fruit becoming the 
Care of God, the Protection of God, 
the Wiſdom of God, the Patience and 


 Husbandry of God? Ir is the Fruit of 


the Vineyard, that is either the Shame 


-or the Praiſe of the Husbandman. I 
ent by the Field of the. Slothful, ſaith So- 


lomon, and by the Vineyard of the Man 
void. of Underſtanding. And lo, it was 


rown over with. Fw a Nettles had 


covered the face thereo | 


Barren Fig-tree, If 15 mould make : 
a Judgment of the Care, and Pains, 


and Labour of God in his Church: by 
the Fruit thou bringeſt forth, what 


might they ſay, is he not flochful, is 

he not careleſs, is he not without 
Diſcretion O thy Thorns, thy Nettles, - 
thy barren Heart, and barren Life, is a 
continual Provocation to 80 Eyes of 
his 


x / 


11 16 * Wo Proy. ar 0, $1, 32. IS 


The Barren Res” : 93 9 
his Glory, as likewiſe a Diſhonour to 
the Glory of his Grace. | | 

Barren Þig-tree, haſt thou heard 4 


all theſe e wh. will add yer. one 
more. | 


And be came and bade Fruit thercon 


The Queſtion 3s not now, what 
thou thinkeſt of thyſelf, nor What all 
the People of God think of thee; 
but what thou ſhalt be found in 
that Day, when God ſhall ſearch thy 
Boughs for Fruit. When Sodom was 
to be ſearched for Righteous Men, 
God would nor, in that Matter, truſt 
His faithful Servant Avraham, but till 
| 17 Grd ir interceded, 2 anſwered, : 
1 ty, or forty, or ſive there, I wilt 
not 4 the K [.J. Barren Fig- 
tree, what ſayeſt thou? God will come 
down to ſee, God will make ſearch for 
Fruit himſelf. 

And he came and ſoug bt Hai thereon, 
and ound (none). ' Then ſaid he to the . 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Behold, theſe three 
Nears I come ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, 
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and find nene; cut it down why cumbreth i it 


the Ground? 
Theſe Words are . Effect of God's 


Search into the Boughs of a barren Fi ig- 


tree; He fought Fruit, and found 
none, none to his liking, none pleaſant 


and good. Therefore, frſ#, He com- 


— of the Want thereof to the 


Dreſſer, calls him to come, and ſee, 


and take notice of the Free; then fig- | 


nified his Pleaſure, he will have it 
removed, taken away, cut down from 
cum bring the Ground. | 


Obſerve, The barren Fig-rree is the 


Object of God's Diſpleaſure, God can- 
not bear With a fruiclets Profetlor, 


© [The] ſaig He, Ot. 


Then, after this Provacetion; 3 
after he had fought and found no 


Fruit; then, this Word (then) doth 
ſhew us a kind of an inward Diſquiet- 
nels ; as he ſaith alſo in another Place, 


upon a like Provocation. Then the 
; Anger of the Lord, and bis Jealouſy ſhall 


| ſmoke againſt that Man, and all the 
, Curſes that are written in 1 Bool 


| Hall lie . 1 and Foe Lord ſhall z 
dat 
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ler out | hs Name from under Eee 
wen [4]. 
ann; It mate that Be was 
now come to a Point, to a Reſolution 
what to do with this Fig-tree, Then 
| ſaid he to the Dreſſer of thu Vineyard, that 
is, to Jeſus Chriſt ; Behoid, as much 
as to ſay, Come hicher, here 3 is a Fig- 
tree in my Vineyard, here is a Pro- 
feſſor in my Church, that is barren, 
that beareth no Fruit. 
Obſerve, However the barren eo. 
feſſor thinks of himſelf on Earth, 
Lord cries out in Heaven againſt im, 
And now go to, I will tell you what I will 
do to my Vineyard,” I will rake away 
the Hedge e thereof, and it ſhall be eaten 
1p; and I will break down the Walls there- 
of, and it ſhall be trodden down {x}. © 
Bebold, theſe three Years I come ſeeking” 
Fruit, Kc. 4 
Obſerve, Theſe three Years. "God. - 
cries out that his Patience is abuſed, 
that his Forbearance is abuſed ; Be- 
hold, theſe three Years I have wait- 
ed, forborn; theſe three Years I 
: have deferred mine Anger ; Therefore 
will I Hreteb out mine Hand againſt 
e C4” ; 4 Os 


[]- Deut. xxix. 18, 19, 20. 6 Ia. v. 3. 


n 
8 ; 
— 


n 


56 The Barres Eurer, 
| . Ad deſtroy. thee, I am my with 
W Jer. xv. 6. 

Obſerve, Theſe three - - Tears. God 
layeth up all the Time; I ſay, a Re- 
membrance of all the Time, that 4 
barren g. tree, or a fruitleſs Profeſſor, 
miſ-ſpendeth in this World, As he ſaith 
alſo of [/rae/ of old, Forty Years long was 
1 grie ved with tha Generation [7]. 

Theſe three Years, &c. 

Obſerve, Theſe three Seaſons ; ; God 
remembers how many Seaſons thou 
- haſt miſ-ſpent. For theſe three Years 
ſignify ſo many Seaſe dns. And when the 
Time of Fruis Sw nigh [z], that is, 
about the Seaſon, that they begin 
to be ripe, or that 3 to To 
Seaſon, might ſo have been. Barren Fig- 
tree, thou haſt had Time, Seaſons, 
Sermons, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judg- 
ments, Mercies, and what not? and 
yet baſt not been foe Thou haſt had 
Awakenings, Reproofs, Threatnings, 
Comforts, and yet haſt not been fruitful : 
Thou haft 6 Patterns, Examples, 
Citations, Provocations; and yet haſt 
not been fruitful. Well, God hath laid 
up * three Years wich hinſelf. He re- 
members 


* 


C5 March. xx. 34. 


7] 1 19. 
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members every Time, every Seaſons ” 
ras i Sermon, every Miniſter, AﬀMic- _ 


tion, Judgment, Mercy, Awakening) 
Pattern, Example, Citation, Proyo- 


cation: He remembers al, as he 

ſaid of Iſrael of old: They Lace temp: 

ted me theſe Ten Times, and ba ve not = 

L hearkened to my Voice [a]. And again, 

iy 1 remember all their Wickedneſs (}þ 

: Theſe three Nears, &c. | 

1: He ſeeks for the Fruit of every Sea- | 
| 


ſon; He will not that 75 of his Ser- 
mons, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judg- 
ments, or Mercies ſhould be loft, or 
ſtand for inſignificant Things; he 
will have according to the Benefit beſtow- 
ed [c]; He hath not done without 
a Canſe all that he hath done, and 
therefore he looketh for Fruit; Look 
to it barren Fig-trec, + 
1 came | ſeeking] Fruit. 
Obſerve, This Word [ ſeeking] figni- 
fies a narrow Search; For when a Man = 
| ſeeks for Fruit on a Tree, he goes 
round it, and round it, now looking 
into this Bough, and then into that, 


5 he e che inmoſt Boughs, ane ] 
Gs the _— 
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the lowermoſt Boughs, if perhaps 


Fruit may be thereon.“ 
Barren Fig-tree, God will look into 
«ll thy Boughs, he will be with thee in 


thy Bed-fruits, thy Midnight-fruits, 
thy Cloſet- fruits, thy Family- fruits, 
thy Converſation fruits, to ſee if 
there be any among all theſe, that are 
fit for, or worthy of the Name of the 
God of Heaven. He ſees what the Cbil- 


dren of Iſrael do in the dark, Ezek. viii. 


12. All Things are open unto the Eyes of 
vim with whom we have" to do, Heb. 


— 


Seeking Fruit on [this]  Fig-ivee. 


Obſerve, I told you before, that he 
keeps in Remembrance the Times 


and Seaſons that the barren Profeſ- 
ſor had wickedly miſ-ſpent. Now, 


for as much as he alſo pointeth out the 


Fig-tree. This Hg-tree. It ſheweth 
that the barren Profeſſor, above all 
Profeſſors, is a continual Odium in the 
Eyes of God. This Fig-tree, Tha Man 


Coniab [d], This People draw nigh 
me with their Mouth, but have re- 
85 „ moved 


| [4] Jer. AX}, a8. "I; 
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moved their Hearts far from me [e]}. 
God knows who i Hey are among all the 
8 Thouſands of Iſrael, that are the barren 
and fruitleſs Profeſſors, his Lot will - 
fall upon the Head of Acban, though. 
he be hid among Six hundred thouſand | 
Men. And be brought bis Hon ſhold, Man 
by Man, and Achan, the Son of Carmi, 
| the Son of Zabdi, the Son of Zerah, of 
rhe Tribe of Judah, was taken [/]. This 
is the Achay, ths is the ane this is 
the barren Profeſſor. ix 
Smile, There is a Man hach aa ü 
Hundred Trces in his Vineyard, and 
at the time of the Seaſon, he walkerh 
into his Vineyard to ſee how the 
Trees flouriſh, and as he goes, and 
views, and pries, and obſerves how 
they are hanged with Fruit: Behold, _ 
he comes to one where he finderh py 
naught but Leaves. Now he makes a 
Stand, looks upon it again and again, 
he looks alſo here and there, above 
and below, and it after all this Seck- 
ing, he finds nothing but Leaves thereon : 
Then he begins to caff in Mind, how 
| he may” know Ts Tree next Year, p 
| | What 


N , o 
wk — — * 5 
— — ——-— HR I TRIS. — —— K IS 
3 2 * 


| [7] Iſa. xxix, 13. Match. xy 8. Do 
| { f] Joſh. vü. Be. he , 4 


>= * Ways 
' 


what ſtands next it, or how far tis 


off the Hedge ; bur. if there be-no- 
thing there. that may be as a Mark to 
know it by, then he takes his Hook, 


and giveth it a private Mark. (And 
the Lord ſet a Mark upon Cain (£1, ſay-⸗ 
ig tree, 


ing, Go thy ways,- fruitleſs 
Thou haſt ſpent this Seaſon-in vain. 

Yer doth he not cut it down, I 
will cry it another Year; may be 
this was not a hitting Seaſon. There- 


fore he comes again next Year to ſee 
if now it have Fruit, but as he found 


it before, ſo he finds it now barren, bar- 


ren, every Year barren; he looks a- 


gain, but finds no Fruit. Now he be- 


| gins to have ſecond Thoughts: HO.]! 
neither hit 4% Year, nor this, Surely. 


the Barrenneſs is not in the Seaſon ; 
ſure the Fault is in the Tree. How- 
ever, I will ſpare it this Year alfo, 


but will give it a ſecond Mark: And it 
may be, be roucherh it with his Iron [h}, 


becauſe he begins to be angry. 
Well, at the third Seaſon He comes 


again for Fruit, but the 7zhird Year is 
like the fr/# and ſecond, no Fruit yet ; it 


_ only eumbreth the Ground; What now 


; mult _ 


eaſt into the Fire [& J. 
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muſt be done with this Fig - tree? 4 


Why, The Lord will lop its Boughs with - 


8 ; yea, the Thickets of thoſe 
Profeſſors with Iron, I bave waited, 


ſaith God, theſe three Years, I have 
miſſed of Fruit theſe three Nears, It hath 


been a Cumber-groun d:beſe tbree Years ; 


Cut it down, Precept hath been upon 
Precept, and Line upon Line, one 
Lear after another, for theſe three Nears, 
but no Fruit can be ſeen, I find none, 


fetch out the Ax. I am ſure this is the 
Fig-tree, I know it from the firſt 
Year, Barrenneſs was its Sign then, 


N its Sign now, make it fit 


for the Fire. The Ax is laid to the Root of 
the Trees, every Tree therefore that bring- 


eth not forth good Fruit, à ben down, and 


Obſerve, My Brethren, ſeriouſly, 
God's Heart cannot ſtand towards a bar- 
ren Fig- tree. You know thus it is 
with yourſelves : If you have a Tree 


in your Orchard, or Vineyard, that 
doth only cumber the Ground, you cannot 


look upon that Tree with Pleaſure, 


with Complacency and Delight: No, 
it you do but go by it, if Jon do but 


cat 


\ 
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caſt your Eye pon it; yea, if you do 
but chin of that Tree, you threaten 
it in your Heart, ſaying, I will he thee 
down ſhortly ; I will to the Fire with thee 
 Poorthy. And it is in vain for any to 
think of perſuading of you to ſhew Fa- 
vour to the Barren ee, and if they 
ſhould perſuade, your Anſwer is ir- 
reſiſtible, Ir yields me no profit, it takes 
up room, and doth no good, a VERS. 
may ny in its room. | 


Cur it Ws Wn, 


| Thus When the Godly among the 
15 made Prayers that rebe lious 
Fear might not be caſt out of the 
Vineyard [7], what ſaith the Anſwer 
7 God. "Though Moſes and Samuel 
food before me, yet could not my Mind be 
toward this People : Wherefore caſt them out 
of my Preſence, and let them go forth m]. 
What a Reſolution is here, Moſes and 
Samuel could do almoft any thing with 
God in Prayer. How many times 
did Moſes by Prayer turn away God's 
Judgments from even Pharaoh bim- 
elf! yea, how many times did he by 

5 


n Jer. xiv. 17, 18, 19, 20. Leu] Jer. xy. bs: 


Prayer preſerve Iſrael, when in the 
Wilderneſs, from the Anger and 
Wrath of God [n]? Samuel is reckoned 
excellent this way, yea, ſo excellent, 
that when Iſrael had done that fearful 
thing, as to reject the Lord, and 
chuſe them another King; he prayed, 
and the Lord ſpared, and forgave 
them (o]: But yet neither Maſes nor 


Samuel can ſave a barren Fig- tree. No; 
though - Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
me, that is, pleading, arguing, inter- 


ceding, ſupplicating, and beſeeching, 


yet could they not incline mine Heart 


to this People. 


Cut it doum. 


Ay, but Lord it is a Fig-tree, a Fig- 


tree! if it was a Thorn, or a Bramble, 
or a Thiſtle, the Matter would not be 


much; but it is a Fip-rree, or a Vine 
Well, but mark the Anſwer of God: 
Son of Man, what 1 the Vine-tree, more 
than any Tree, or than a Branch that is a= 
wen the Trees of the Foreſt, ſhall Wood be 
taken thereof to do any Work? or will Aden 


rake 


los] Pfal. evi. 23. 1bid. xcix. 6. 
Le] 1 Sam. xii, | 333 


I be Barren Fg - tree. 6 
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64 The Barren Fig- tree. 
tale a Pin thereof to hang any Veſſel there- | 
on [p]? If Trees that are ſet or 1 
planted for Fruit, bring not forth that 
Fit, there is betwixt them and the 
| - Trees of the Foreſt, no Better ment 
at all, unleſs the Betterment lieth 
in the Trees of the Wood, for they 
are fit to build withal ; but a Fig- tree 1 
or à Vine, 4 they bring not forth Fruit, 6 
yea, good Fruic, they are fit for no- k 
thing at all, but to be cut down, and 1 
prepared for the Fire; and ſo the Pro- 
phet goes on, Behold, it x caſt into the 
Fire for Fuel, if it ſerve not ee 
will ſerve for Fuel, and ſo the Fire devour- 
| eth both. the ends of it, and the middle of 
- # is burnt [9]).- „„ . 
Ay, but theſe Fg- trees and Vines are 
Church-Members, Inhabiters of Feru- 
alem. So was the Hg- tree, mentioned 
in the Text; But what Anſwer hath 
God prepared for theſe Objedtions, 
Why, Thus ſaith the Lord God, as the Vine- 
tree among the Trees of the Foreſt, which I 
babe given to the fire for 2 ſo will Igive 
the Inbabitants of Jeruſalem. Ard 1 will 
ſet my Face againſt them, they ſhall go from 
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c Garden, if ſhe have a $ 


it may not ſtand in her Gar 
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one fire, . and another fire ſhall devour 
them [r]. „ e 


Cut it down. 


The Woman that delighterh in her 
ip there, ſup- 
poſe (if it was fruitful) ſhe would not 


take five Pounds for it. Net if it bear 


no fruit, if it wither, and dwindle, and 


die, and turn e ee only, 
4e 


1. Gardens 


and Vineyards are Places for Fruit, for 


Fruit according to the Nature of the 


Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a 
Slip as I told you of before, ſhould be 


in your Garden, and there die: Would 
you let it abide in your Garden? No; a- 


way with it, away with it. The Wo- 


man comes into her Garden towards 
the Spring, where firſt ſhe gives it a 
figbt caſt with her Eyè; then ſhe ſets 


to gathering out the Weeds, and Net- 
tles, and Stones, takes a Beſom and 
ſweeps the Walks : This done, ſhe falls 
to prying into her Herbs and Ships, to ſee 


if they hve, to ſee if they are likely to 
grew. Now, if ſhe comes to one that &, 


dead, 


ſr] Ib. XV. 6, 7. . , 245 
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dead, that ſhe is ſure will not grow, 
up the pulls that, and makes to the 
Mow of Rubbiſh with it, where ſhe 
deſpiſingly caſts it down, and valu- 
eth it mo more than a Nettle, or a Weed, 
or than the Duſ# ſhe hath ſwept out of 
her Walks. _— = any that ſee her, 
ſhould ſay, „ie ou ſo? The An- 
{wer is ready dead, tis dead at 
Root: If I bad ler i it ſtand, *rwould but 
have cumbered the Ground. The ffrange 
Slips (and alſo the dead ones) they muſt 
be an Heap in the Day _ Grief, and ＋ 
8 8 Sorrow [-]: 


c it down, | 

There be "I manner of cutting 
down. 
f, When a Man is caſt out of 
| the Vine ard. 
Seon „When a Man is caſt out 
: of the World. 

* Firſt, When a Man is calt out of 
the Vineyard. And that is done te 
Ways. | 


r. A an immediate Hand of God.” 
2. By 


LI Ia. xyii. 10, 11. 


39 
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The Barren Fig-tree.. -. By 
Ss. -> 26 By the Church's due Execution of the 
2 | Laws 145 Cenſures which Chriſt 2 12985 
Purpoſe hath left with hi Church. 
Hirſt, God cuts down the 550 
h Fig-tree by an immediate Hand, ſmiting 
i his Roots, blaſting his Branches, and 
| ſo takes him away from among his - 
f People. Every Branch, ſaith Chriſt; 
; that beareth not Fruit in me, He, my Fa- 
= ther, taketb away [t]. He taketh him 
out of the Church, He taketh him a- 
way from the Godly. There are wo 
Things by which God taketh the ar- 
ren Profelſor from among the 93 
dren of God. 
Ae Strong Dela — ; 
econdly, 8 en 7. 
I Fr, 1 Sa 215 ſuch 
as 1 the Soul amnable 
Doctrines, that her ve from Faith and 
Godlineſs 0 *], They have choſe their own 
Ways, faith God, and their Soul delights 
| eh 1 in thelr en nber; ; T alſo will chuſe 
Their Deluſſont, and will bring their Fears - 
pon them (y]. I will ſmite them with 
Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of Heart, 
and failing of 8 and will alſo 
Cuffer 
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68 The Barren Fig. tree. 
- ſuffer the Tempter to tempt and ef- 
fect his helliſh Deſigns upon them; 
God will ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, tbat 


they may believe a Lie, that they all be dam- 


ned, who believe not the Truth, but had 
Pleaſure in Unrighteoaſneſs [2]. 


— 


Secondly, Sometimes God takes awa 


_ a barren Profeſſor by open Profaneneſs. 
here is one that hath taken up a 
- Profeſſion of that Worthy Name, the 
. Lord Feſas Chriſt; but this Profeſſion is 
but a Cloak, he ſecretly practiſeth 

Wickedneſs; he is a Glutton, a Drun- 


kard, or Covetous, or Unclean. Well, 
faith God, I will looſe the Reins of 


this Profeflor, I will give him up to 
bu wile Affection, I will looſe the Reins 
of his Lufts. before him, he ſhall be 
entangled with his beaſtly Luſts, he 
all be overcome of ungodly Compa- 
ny. Thus they that turn aſide ro 
their own crooked Ways, The Lord 
ſhall lead them forth with the Workers of 
| Iniquity [a]. This is God's Hand im- 
mediately: God is now dealing with 
this Man bimſelf. Barren Fig-tree, 
hearken, Thou art crouded into a 


Profeflion, art got among the _— 
N h and 


| 


3 


Het Eee eo. . 


But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes 
cut down the barren Fig-tree by the 
Church, by the Church's due Execu- 

tion of the Laws and Cenſures, which 

Chriſt for that Purpoſe hath left with 

his Church fe}: This 1s the Meaning | 
of that in Mattb. xviii. 1 Cor, v. And 
that in Timothy [d], upon which now 
1 ſhall not enlarge. But which Way 
ſoever God dealeth with thee; O tb 
barren Fig- tree, whether by himſelf im- 
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and there art a Scandal to the hol7 
and glorious Goſpel; but withal fo 
cunning, that like the Sons of Zerwiah, 
thou art too hard for the Church. 
She knows not how to deal with thee; 

Well, ſaith God, I will deal with that 


Man myſelf: I will anſwer that Man by 
myſelf L]; he that ſets up his Idols in 
his Heart, and puts the Stumbling- 


block of his Iniquity before his Face, 
and yet comes aud appears before me, 
T1 will ſet my Face againſt that Man, and 
Will make him a Sign and à Proverb, ana I 
will cut him off from the midſt of my Fo- 


ple, and ye ſhall know that I am the 


mediately, 


. P * 2 


La 1 Tim. i. 20. 
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immediately, or by his Church, it a- 
mounts to one and the ſame, For if 
timely Repentance prevent not, The 
' End of that Soul us Damnation, They are 
blaſted, and withered, and gathered 
by. Men, God's Enemies, and at laſt. 
being caſt into the Fire, burning muſt. 
be their End [e]. ow which beareth 
Briars and Thorns, h unto curſing, 
whoſe End i to be 8 71 . 
But again, ſometimes by 5 it doum, 
God means, caſt it out of the World: 
Thus he cur down Nadab and Abibu, 
when be burnt them up with Fire from 
Heaven [g: Thus he cut down Corah, 
Dathan and Abiram, when he made the 
- Earth to ſwallow them 1 * [: Thus he 
cut down daul, when he gave him up to 
© Large the Eage of hun o Sword, and 
. * he cut doum Ananias 
| _ r dire bis V fe, when be ſtruck. 
them down dead in the midſt of the Con- 
gregation [EJ -I might here alſo diſ- 


courle ot: Abſolom, Abit hophel. IL.) and 
Judas, who were all three hanged; the 


N Fal 19 Gods I —_ the other 
e Were. 


T4 John x xv. 6. [f] Heb. vi. 8 
[s] Lev. x. 1, 2, 3. m Numb. Xvi. 3532,33 
1 Sam. xxxi. 4. l Nd Ve: 55 ic * 
ws 2 Sam. xvil. 9. Bid, xvil. "ee 73.3 EJ 


B Baryen Fi gotree. 71 
were given. up of God to be their 


own Executioners'{m]. Theſe were 


| barren and unprofitable Eig- trees, ſuch 
as God took no Pleaſure in, therefore 
he commanded, To cut them down, The 
Tſalmiſt faith, He ſhall take them away as 
with a Wi -lwind; both living, and in bis . 
Wrath, Pſal. 1viii, 9. 


Barren Fig- tree, hearken; God . | 


for the Ax, his Sword [z], bring it 
hither, here is a barren Profeffor, Cut 
him down, Way cumbereth be the Ground? 2 


Why cumbereeh a the Grunde 1 


By theſe Words the Lord foggeſt- 


eth Reaſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Barren Fig-rree, It cumbereth be 


Ground. The Holy Ghoſt doth not on- 
ly take an Argument from its Barren 


nes, but becauſe it is a Cumber- ground, 
Therefore cut it down © Wherefore it 
muſt needs be a Provocation. 

1. Becauſe, as much as in him lieth 
he aiſappointech the Deſign of God 
in Planting his Vineyard. 7 looked 
rhe it 3 bring * Fruit. EN: 


r. Be- 
to Plat. hits 9 los] Ezek. xxi. 9, 16. 
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72 The Barren Fig-tree. © 
2. It hath alſo abuſed his Patience, 
kis long, his three Nears Patience, 
Sis 7 ſe hath alſo abuſed his Labour; 
his Pains, his Care, and Providence 
or Protection and Preſervation; for 
he hedges his Vineyard, and walls it 
about [o]. Cumber- ground! all theſe 
| Things thou abuſeſt. He waters his 
Vineyard and looks to it Night and 
Day [p]; but all theſe Things thou 
ERR CEE > 
FPFoarther, There are other Reaſons 
of God's Diſpleafure. As, = 
Firſt, A Cumber-ground is a very 
Mock and Reproach to Religion, a 
Mock and Reproach to the Ways of 


\*- God, to the People of God, to the 


Word of God, and to the Name of 
Religion. It is expected on all hands, 
that all the Trees in the Garden of 
God, ſhould be fruitful. | God expects 
Fruit, the Church expects Fruit, the 
World, even the World conclude that 
Profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in good 
Works ; I ſay, the very World expecteth 
that Profeſſors ſhould be better than 
themſelves ; But, Barren Fg- tree, thou 
1 dilappointeſt 


= F224 
"XF Po Ep te IP CO Te CAPTAIN 7 eter te ns er — 


* — 


Te | Bikers Hed. ." | 


diſappointeſt all: Nay, haſt thou not 
learned the wicked ones thy Ways 7 * % 


Haſt thou not learnt them to be more 
wicked by thy Example? (but that's 


by the by). Barren g- tree, thou haſt 
diſappointed others, and muſt be diſ 


ajpoiarel thyſelf. Cut it down, "Py cums. 


4 nay it the Ground. 


Secondly, The Barren Pb takes 


| up the Room where à better Tree mig bt 
ſtand; I lay, it takes up the Room, it 
* ſo long as it ſtands where it 
dot! 


the 7 ood fruitleſs in the Vine- 


; me? Therefore; ſaid God, The Ring- 
dom of Heaven ſhall be 70 len from jou, 
and all be given to a Naticn that ſhall 


render him their Fruits in their Seaſon [y]. 
The Fews for their Barrennels were 


cut down, and a more fruitful People 


ſet in their Room. As Samuel alſo 


ſaid 60 barren Saul [J, The Lord bath 


rent the Kingdom from thee, and hath 
£5 given it to 4 e of "thine, . Lo 


8 8 4 us 4 +4 D- 1 : 


3 S422? 
&Z 3 $S 59 
* 


Mm 1 am. Ne 28. 


a feuinfil Tree out of that Place, 
and therefore i it muſt be cut down; Bar— 
ren Hg e Doſt thou hear? Becauſe 


21] Jer. 11. 7. 11 Match, XXls- 3341. 
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"The Barren Fig-tee. 


| <a * than thou, The unprofitable 
Servant muſt be caſt out [t], muſt be 


cut down, 


. ee ö How many hopeful, 5 


inclinable, forward People, had thou 


by chy fruitleſs and unprofitable Life, 
kept out of the N of God? 


for thy Sake have theſe People ſtum- 
bled at Religion: By thy Life have 


they been kept from applying them- 


ſelves to the proper Means for their 
own Salvation. Thou haſt been alſo 
a Means of hardening others, and of 
— 8 killing weak Begin- 

» Barren ig tree! Look to 
a, 7 — wilt not go to Heaven 
elf, and them that would, thou 


ery Thou muſt not always 


cumber the Ground, nor always hin- 
der the Salvation of others: Thou 
ſhalt be Cut down, and. another 222 be 


Paned in thy Kam. e F 


Thirdy, The 8 is a „ Suck- 
er, he draws away the Heart and 


Nouriſhment from the other Trees, Were 


the Cumber-pround cut dows, the other 


| would be more fruitful ; he draws 


away 


4 


1.1 Marth, xxy- 27. 


— — 


0 : - i — F 


=; he Barren Fig- tree. 7 5 


awa that Fatneſs of the Ground to 
bimlel 
more hearty and fruitful. One Sinner 
N much Good [u]. 

Cumber-ground is à very Drone 
in the Hive, chat eats up the Honey 
that ſhould feed the labouring Bee; 


he is a Thief in the Candle, that waſteth | 


che Tatlow, but giveth no Ligb:; he 


1s the un[avery Salt, ̃ that 18 fs for | 
nought but the B. Look to it 


Barren Fi Ig- tree. 


; 14 kcclel is, TY 


f, that would make the other 
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425 The Barren Fig tree. 
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Take? Xiii, 8, 8 


— 


— 


And he anſwering, faid unto. Him, Terd, 
let it alone this Year alſo, until J ſhall 
ag. about it, and dung it; and if it 
bear Fruit, well; and if 3 then N 

ter that,” thou ſha cut it down. 


JHESE are the Words o: the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, who, 
I told you, is Jeſus Chriſt (for he 
made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors [x]. And they contain a Peti- 
tion, prefented to an offended Ju- 
ſtice, praying that a little Time and 
Patience might be exerciſed towards 
dhe. -barren, cumber- ground Fig-tree. 
In this Petition chere are Sia 
* hings conſiderable; :: 85 | 


Firſt, That June un mig 7%. ba Ae! 

O that Juſtice might be 5 Lord, 

let it alone » &c. a While longer. 
—_— 


— 


* 


[x] Ifa, liiis 4 2, 


be Barren Fig-tree. 77 


© Secondly, Here is a Time prefixed, - 
as à Space to try if more Means will 
cure a barren Fig- tree, Lord, let it alone 
VFVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV Lead: 


Thirdly, The Means to help it, are 
propounded, ami I ſhall dig about it, 
%%% i 

 Fourthly, Here is alſo an Inſinua- 
tion of a Suppoſition, that by thus 
doing, God's Expectation might be 
anſwered, And if it bear Fruit, Nel. 


Hb, Here is a Suppoſition that 
the barren Fig-tree may yer abide ber- 
ren, when Chriſt hath done what he F 
will unto it, and if it bear Fruit, &c. 


Sixthiy, Here is at laſt a Reſolution, 

that if thou continue barren, bewing © 
Days will come upon thee, And if it. 
bear Fruit, Well; And if not, then af 


ter that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


But to proceed according to my 
former Method, by Way of Expo- 
ſition. | N 


| > . . 9277 4 
Dips Lord, 
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78 The Barren Fig- tree. 
Tord, let it alone this Tear alſo. - 
ere is aſtoniſhing Grace indeed, 
aftomfhing Grace! I ſay, that the 


Lord Jeſus ſhould concern himſelf 
with a barren Fig- tres; that He ſhould 


ſtep in to ſtop the Blow from a barren 


Hg- tree. True, He ftopt the Blow 
but for a time; But -why did be flop it 
4 all? Why did he not fetch out the 
Ax? Why did he not do Execution? 
Why did not he cut is down? Barren 
 Pig-iree! tis well for thee that there 
is a Jeſus at God's Right Hand, a Je- 
ſus of that extenſive Goodnels, & 70 
have Compal oy for à barren Fig-tree, or 
Juſtice had never let thee alone to 
cumber the Ground as thou haſt done. 
When TIfrael alſo had ſinned againſt 
| God, down they had gone, Bui that 
Moſes food in the Breach. Let me alone, 
ſaid God to him, that I may e 
lbem in a Moment, and I will make 
thee a great. Nation Uk Barren Fig-tree, 
Doſt thou hear? Thou knoweſt not 
how oft the Hand of Divine Juſtice 
hath been up to ſtrike, and how ma- 


- [7] Exod. xxxii. 22. 


OF 


pe Barren Fi- tree. 79 
ny Years fince thou hadſt been cut 
down, had not Jeſus caught hold of 
his Father's Ax, Let me alone, let me 
fetch my Blow, or cut it down, why - 
cumbereth it the Ground? Wilt thou not 
hear yet, barren Hg-tree? Wile thou 
woe ©. Atill! Thou haſt wearied Men, 
and provoked the -Juſtice of God; 
And wilt thou weary my Chriſt alſo [2]! _ 


Tord, let it alone this Tear. 


W 


0 p * * * — — 
— . 7 r 
7 1 l 


Lord, a little longer, let not a 
Soul be loſt for want of Means; I will 
try, I will fee if I can make it fruit- 
ful, Iwill not beg à long Life, nor that 
it might {till be barren, and fo pro- 
voke thee. I beg for the Sake of the 
Soul, the immortal Soul, Lord, ſpare 
it one Near only, one Year longer, this. Year” 
alſo; if I do any good to it, it will 

be is a little Time. Thou ſhalt not 
be over-wearied with waiting, one 


Tear, and. . | _ 
Barren Fig- tree, Doſt thou hear what 
Striving there is between the Vine- 
dreſſer and the Husbandman for thy 
Life. Cur it down, ſays one, Lord, 
e PP 


* 


Ia] Ia. Vila z. 
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380 | The Barn un : 


jpare it, ſaith the other; Tu A r 
| ground, ſaith the Father, One Near long- 
er, prays the Ry Let ir alone * Tear . 


A.. ISS 


ven 7 frat 4. about it, and ud ding i Fs Bs 


. The Lord Jeſe by theſe Words 
ſuppoſes 2 "Things, as Cauſes of 
want of Fruit in a barren Fig-tree, and 


1290 Things he propoſeth as a Re- 
medy. 


want of Fruit, are, 


©, 'Ts Eerth-hound, Lord, the Fig 


tree 18 . 


2. A want 75 warmer Means, of fatter | 


Meant. Ky 


Wherefore accordingly he. pro- # 


2 r 


Fleſt, To wie. the Earth, 0 15 
about it 15 | DALE 


95 8 


"Secondly, And chew to ſupply it with 


Dung; ; to dig about it, and dung it. Lord, 


let it alone this Tear l, until I * dig : 
out 8 


1 


The "Things hs are a Cauſe of | 
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The Barren Eg-tree. 81 i 
about it. I doubt it is too much 
Ground- bound, The Love of the World, _ 
and the n of Riches [a], lie 
too cloſe to the Roots of the Heart 
of this Profeſſor. The Love of Rich- 
es, the Love of Honours, the Love 
of Pleaſures, are the Thorns that 
choak the Word. For all that à in the 
World, the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of 
the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, are not 
12 the Father (but are Enmity to Gd) (U. 
ow then: (where theſe Things bind 
up the Heart) can there be Fruit 
brought forth to, God? Barren Fig- 
tree, See how the Lord Jeſus, by thele 
very Words, ſuggeſteth the Cauſe of 
thy Fruitleſneſs of Soul. The Things. 
of this World lie too cloſe to thy Heart; 
the Earth with its Things have bound © 
up thy Roots. Thou art an Earth-bound -. 
Soul, thou art wrapt up in thick Clay. 
Tf any Man love the World, the Love of = 
the Father. 4 not in him, How then. BB 
can he be fruitful in the Vineyard. 
This kept Fudas [e] from the Fruit of 
caring for the Poor. This kept De- 
mas [d] from the Fruit of Self-denial, 
7%%)CFCFͥ!! 14:4 nm 


5 | [4] Luke 8 15 1 John ii. 15, 16. 
Ia John xil. 6. os 


d] 2 Tim. iy. 10. 
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38382 Ihe Barren Fig · tree. : 

And this kept Ananias and Sapphira his 

Wife [e], from the goodly Fruit of 

_  Sincerity and Truth. What ſhall I 
ſay, Theſe are fooliſh and hurtful Lufti, 
which drown Men in Deſtruttion and Per- 
dition; for the Love of Money, u the 
Root of all Evil. How then can good 
Fruit grow-from ſuch a Root, the Root 
of all Evil? Which while ſome covet af- 
ter, they bave erred from the Faith, and 
_ pierced themſelves through with many Sor- 
rows. Mark, I fay, ie is an evil Root, 
May more, it is the Root of all Evil f J: 
Ho then can the Profeffor that hath 
| ſuch a Root, or a Reot wrapped up 
in ſuch earthly Things, as the Luſts, 
and. Pleaſures, and Vanities of this 

World, bring forth Fruit unto God: 
We eee 


Lord, I will looſe his Roots, I wil 
Alg up this Earth, Iwill lay his Roots 
bare, my Hand thall be upon him by 
Sickneſs, by Diſappointments, by 
croſs Providences; I will dig about 
kim until he ſtands fhaking and tot- 
rering, until he be ready to fall: 


Ia AA. v. gw. III Hm. vogue 


AA Y I ot 2 
5 * 2 2 * ' 
Fa Py 
Fe 


hes 


7 The Barren Figetree. 8 
Then, if ever, he will ſeek to take 
faſter Hold. Thus, I ſay, deals the 
Lord Jeſus oft-rimes with the barren 
Profeſſor, he diggeth about him; He 
 ſmiteth oe Blow at his Heart, ancrber 
Blow at his Luſts, a third at his Plea- 
ſures, a fourth at his Comforts, anatbher 
at his Self- conceitedneſs; Thus he dig- 
geth about him: This is the Way to 

take bad Earth from his Roots, and to 
looſen his Roots from the Earth. Bar- 
ren Fig- tree, See here the Care, the 
Love, the Labour and Way, which the 
Lord Jefus, the Drefler of the Vine- 
yard is willing to take with thee, if 
haply thou mayſt be made fruitful. 


| Until ſhall dig about it, and dung] ir. | 


As the Earth, by binding the Root: 
too cloſely, may hinder the Trees be- 
N ing fr uitful = So the want of berter 
Means, may be alſo a Cauſe thereof. 
And this is more than intimated by | 
the Dreſſer of 'the Vineyard, K 
ſhall dig about it, and dung it, I will © 
ſupply it with @ more fruitful Mi- 
niſtry, with a warmer Word., I wil 
give chem Paſtors after mine own Heart, 
Twill dung them; you know Dung is a 


14 
4 
8 
* 
7 
H 
x 
£ 
* 
* 
7 
P 


— 


n 
— OY - = 


. - 
= * * by 1 
k 8 2 kd OT. - 
n 


Vo hs 


E 
e —— 


j 
— 


84 The Dares 1 
more warm, more fat, more hearty, 
more ſuckering Matter, than is com- 
monly the Place in which Trees are 
planted. 
I will dig ks it, 3 FOG i, I a 
bring it under an Heart-awakening 
Miniſtry, the Means of Grace ſhall be 
fat, and good. I will alſo viſit it with 
Heart-awakening, heart-warming , 
 Heart-encouraging Conſiderations, - 
will apply warm Dung to bis 25 
will ſtrive with him by my Spirit bl 
and give him ſome Taſtes of the hea- 
venly Gift, and the Power of the 
World to come [h]. I am loth he ſhould 
de loſt for want of Digging; Lord, let 
it alone this Tear alſo, until 1 FI dg | 
=. about ir, and dung i ite 


1 And if it bear hun, Wall 


5 And if the Fruit of all my Lbs, 
aden make this g- tree fruittul, I ſhall 
count my Dime, my Labour, and Means 
well beſtowed upon it; And thou al- 
10, O my. God, ſhalt be therewith much 
BE delighted : For - thou art gracious, and 
| — and e rhee f the A 
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The Babe Figtret >= 
| which: tho nme 'to being” Ä a. 
People [C iI. 
Theſe Words therefore: inform us, 
that if a Barren F ige tree, a barren Pro- 
feſſor, ſhall now at laſt bring forth 
Fruit to God, it ſhall go —_ with 
that Profeſſor, it ſhall go well with 
that poor Soul, His former Barrenneſs, - 
his former tempting of God, his Abuſe 
of God's Patience, and Lon g- ſuffer- 
ing; his miſ-ſpending Y ear — Year, 
| ſhall now be all forgiven bim. Yea, 
| God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will now paſs by, and forget 
all, and ſay, Mell done, at the laſt. 
When 1 ſay to the Wieked, O wicked 
Man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he then 
do that which is lawful and right, 
if he walk in the Statutes of Life, 
without committing Iniquity, he ſhall 3 
ſurely live, he ſhall not die [E]. =, 5 
Barren Fig- tree; Doft thou TG he _ 
The Ax is laid to thy Roots, the * 
Lord Jeſus prays God to ſpare thee; MK 
Hath he been 4igging about thee? 
Hath he been dunging of thee ? O Bar- 
ren Fig-tree, Nom thou art come to 
5 the” Point; ; a thou ſhalt now become 
es e "et 
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86 The Barren Hg- tree. 
good, if thou ſhalt after a gracious 
manner ſuck in the Goſpel-dung, and 


if thou ſhalt bring forth Fruit unto 
God, Nell: But it not, the Fire is the 


| laſt. Fruit or the Fire, Fruit or the 


TY Barren Fi 2 7 F i bear Han, 
We be. | | | 


and if mor, Mw after "Mp the ca 
cut ir down. . 


And if not, c. The 1 Jeſus 
by this IF, giveth us to underſtand, 

that there 1 isa eration of Profeffors | 
in the World, that are incurable, that 


will not, that cannot repent U,. nor be 


profited by the Means of race: 
Generation, I ſay, that will retain 


aà Profeſſion, but will not forih _ 
Fruit; A Generation that will wer 


b 4 out the Patience of God, Time and 


Tide, Threatnings and Interceſſions, 
Jjudgments and + pg And ofter P 


| all — be unf 
O the deſperate wickedneſs that is 


; in thine Heart; Barren Profeſſor, 


| Doft thou hear, the Lord Jeſus ſtands 
IJ , yet in Doubt about thee! There is an Hf] 
* _ Rand _— in the xl 1 lay, the Lor 
—- Jeſus 


. The Barren Fig-tree, 87 
| Jeſus ſtands yer in Doubt about thee, 
whether or no, at laſt thou wilt 

be good. Whether he may not la- 
bour in vain, whether his Digging 
and Dunging will come to more 
than laſt Labour. I gave ber Space 
to repent, and ſhe. repemed not [*], I. 
digged about it, I dunged it, I 
ained Time, and ſupplied. it with 
eans; but I laboured herein in 
vain, and. ſpent my Strength for 
nought and in vain. Doft thou hear, 
Barren Fig- tree! There is yet a Que- 
ſtion, wherher it will be well with thy 


And if wat, then after that thou ſhols as 


it down. 


These is nothing more exaſpera- 
ting to the Mind of a Man, than to 
find all his Kindneſs and Favour 
lighted; Neither is the Lord Jeſus 

' fo provoked with any Thing, as 

_ when Sinners abuſe his Means of 
Grace, if it be barren and fruitleſs 
under my Goſpel, if it turn my 
Grace into Wantonneſs; if after 

„ digging 


Key. ii. 21, e nn 


1 Barren F ang 


digging, and dunging, and wait⸗ 
ing, it yet remain unkruitful, 1 will 
| lee: thee cut it down. 


| Goſpel Means applied is the bot - 
Remedy for a barren Profeſſor ; if 


the Goſpel, if the Grace of the Go- 
_ ſpel will not do, there can be no- 
thing expected, but cut ir down. Then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it dow, 
0 © Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, bon that 
Eilleſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee, bow often would 1 
have gathered thy Children together, as an 
ien pathereth ber Chickens under her 
Ming, and ye would not? therefore your 
Houſes are left unto you de l 32 
Yet it cannot be, but chat this Lord 
Jeſus, who at firſt did put a Stop to 
the Execution of his Father's Juſtice, 
becauſe he deſired to cry more Means 
with the Fg-tree: I ſay, it cannot 
be, but that an Heart ſo full of 
| Compaſſion, | a bs u, ' ſhould be 
touched, to behold. this Profeſſor 


mult” a2 pe cut down; And when 


be was come near, He beheld the City, 


J 4 ond 9 over it Jong, i thou hbadſt 


2 


. 101 Math. _ 37, 3$. 


"SEE 285 The Barren Fg te. 89 


1 E even thou, at leaſt in this ib 
| Day the Things 1325 belong 10 thy Face, 
but” now © wy” are bid Hays keys youu 


4 fer that, 5 8 « ful cut ir. 
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When Chriſt giveth thee 2 „ there 
is 10 Interceſſor, no Mediator, no 
more Sacrifice for Sin: All is * | 
bur Judgment, but the Ax, but a 
certain fearful looking for of Fudement, 

and fiery we LIU which — ae vj, . 
S rhe "verſa oY TIES. 


Barren mee; 7 Take heed that 
thou comeſt not to theſe 4a Words, 5 
for theſe Words are a Giveup, 2 
Caſt-up, a Caſt-up of a'Caſt-away : + 
After that thou ſhalt cut it down. They 
are as much, as if Chriſt had ſaid, 
Father, I begged for mere Tims for 
this barren Profeſſor. 1 begged un- 
til I ſhould dig about it, and dung it; 
| but now, Farher, the Time" ir ou the 
8 Nei 


- 


26, 27, 28, IS <<: 4 $68 IP]. -- 


2 The Barren Fig tree. 
Year is ended, the Summer is cuded, 
; and no Good done; I have alſo 
tried with my Means, with the G- 
fel, I have laid alſo the fat and 
bHearty Dung of the Goſpel to it; but 
2 comes to nothing. Father, I deli- 
ver up this Profeſſor to thee again, 
I have done, I have done all, I have 
| dane praying, and endeavouring, 7 will 


Ei bald the Head of thine Ax no longer 
Take him into the Hands of Juſtice, 
do Juftice, do the Law, I will never 
| beg far bim more, After that thou. ſhalt 
cut it down. We unto them when I de- 
43% part rom them [ p . Now is this 
4 Profeſſor left naked indeed, naked to 
l | - God, naked to Satan, naked to Sin, 
nad to the Law, naked to Death, 
2 naked to Hell E. naled to Judg- 
ment, and aated to the Gripes of 
'  a-guilty Conſcience, and to the Tor- 
ment of that Pam that never dies, 
and to that Fire that never ſhall be 
HH: ched. See that ye. refuſe not him 


that ſpeaketh; for if they eſcaped not, 
1 3 . e Pb tbat ſpaks on Eerth, 


ga 


. 
* \ 
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| . K | | * Hof. ix. 12. e 
Ii Mark ix. 43, to 48. 


The Barren Pires. 3 
nuch more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn 
away from bim that ſpeaketh from Hea- 
ven. From this brief Paſs through 
this Parable, you have theſe | 1 Ld 
man ene 5.2, Meg re 
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OS Firſ, That even then when the 
Juſtice of God cries out, I canner 
endure to wait on this. barren Profeſſor . 
aux longer: Then Jeſus Chriſt inter- 
cedes for a little more Time, and a 
little more Patience, and a Ertle more 
Striving with this Profeſſor, if poſ- 
ſible he. may make him 4 fruicful 


Profe ſſor. Lerd, let it alone this Year 
_ alſo, until I, 7 dig about it and e 
| i”, and * bear e 3 * ie 


2 _ Es 


ny 1 are LY: Profeſſors 
whoſe Day of Grace will end 0 
| us 


U Heb. xii, 25, 


=: 9 8 5 The ne W 


Q it down, with Judgment; when 
Chriſt, hath uſed all the Means for 


- ; 65] Heb. | iii. 10, 11. 
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their Salvation. | 
2 The Hr of theſe CTR OO I man 
paſs by, and not meddle at all there- 
with: But ſhall briefly [peak to the 
Second, to wit, 

Tat there are ſome Profeſſors, 5 1 


Day of Grace will end with, Cur it down, 


with Tudgment ; when 2 Briſt hath Ci 


all the Means for their Salvation. 


This the Apoſtle ſheweth in the 
third Chapter of his Epiſtle to the He- 


brews, where yo tell us, that the Peq- 


le of the after a Forty Nears 
8 er to do them 


| 5 15 the Means appointed for that 
urpoſe 


their End was to be cut 


don, or excluded the Land of Pro- 
miſe, for their final Incredulity, So we 
'.- fee they could not enter in becauſe of Unbe- 
lief J. Wherefore, ſaith he, 4 Was 


ie ve ich that Generation, and aid, 
they do always err in their Hearts, an they 
have not known my 2 So 7 ſware in 


. my Wrath, that they fhould not enter into 


| Wie i 
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The Barren Hgetree. 93 
wy Reft, As if he ſhould ſay, © I 
&* would they ſhould have entred in, 
c and for that Purpoſe I brought 
ce them out of Egypr, led them thro”. 
© the Sea, and taught them in the 
e Wilderneſs ; but they did not an- 
FE {wer my Work, nor Deſigns in 
e that Matter; Wherefore, they ſhall 
« not, I ſware they ſhall not, I are 
© in my Wrath, they ſhould not enter into 
©. my Reft ”,, Hereis Cutting down with | 
Foe $3" 2h - DG. again, Chapter the four th, 
ie laith, As I have ſworn in my Wrath, 
if they ſhall enter into my Reſt, alrhough 
the Works were finiſhed: from the Funda- 
tion of the World Ii]. I his Word i 
is the ſame with (rhey ſhall not) in the 


5 


Chapter before. And where he ſaith, _ 
Although the Works were fniſbed from the 
Foundation of the World. He giveth us 

to underſtand, that whatever Prepa- 

rations ſoever are made for the Salva- 
tion of Sinners, and of how long Con- 
tinuance ſoever they are, yet the God- 


tempting, God- provoking, and fruit 


leſs Profeſſor is like to go. withouy © 


I.] Heb. iy. a, 3. 4. 


Were TY 2 the Fondation of the 
Mor I fr Ny 8 
T ovill therefore ou in Rem e | 

| though ye r tha, hom that the 
Lord having ſaved the, People out "of the 

Land egypt, afterwards " deffroyed 

them that believed mot. And the A. els 

that kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their 
own-Habiration, he hath reſerved in ever- 
lafting Chains under Bellas unto the 
adgment of the great Day [u]. Here 

15 an Inſtance ro purpoſe, an Inſtance 

of Men and Angels. Men ſaved out 

of the Land of Egypt, and in their 

Journey toward Canaan, the Type of 

Heaven (cut down) Angels crexced, 

and placed in the Heavens in rear 

Eſtate and Principality, yer both 

theſe, - becauſe unfruitful to God in 

their Places, were cur down, the Men 

. deſtroyed by God (for fo ſaith the 

Text) and the Angels reſerved in ever- 

n 5 fo the 

at Da , 
Now, 4 ning ofchisPoin 
I shall diſcourſe of the down, or 
che ä here Fnouneel as it 

1 7 55 bee 5 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 95 
3 the doing of it by God's 
Hand immediately, and that to, with 
reſpect to his Caf ing them ar of the 
World. And not as it reſpectech an AG 


of the Church, &c. And as to this 
Cutting down or Judgment, it mutt 

be concluded, that it cannot be before 
the Day of Grace be paſt with the Fg tree. 
But 3 to the Obſervation, There 
be ſome Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace wi! 
end with, i it down, according to the. 


Words of the Text, then after that, thou + 


| ſhalt cut it down, After that, that is, 
after all my Attempts and Endeavours 
to make it fruitful, after I have left it, 
gien it over, done with it, and re- 
olved to beſtow no mdr Days of Grace, 
Opportunities of Grace, and Means 


of Bet upon it; chen Henze chou 


_ cur it down. IF 


Beſides, the giving up of the -free, | 
1s before the Execuriot,: ine Me 1 
not always preſently upon the Sentence 
given; for after wat, a convenient 
Time is thought on; "and rhen is Cut · 
ting down : And fo it is here in the 
Text. The Decree that he ſhall pe- 
Tiſh, is gathered from its continuing 
N Fe e ps 5 Nor, 


| frem 8 


8 -, 2 2 0 
2 $. 


96 T be Barren e 
from i its continuing fruitleſs at the End 

all Endeavours : But Cutting down is 
not yet, for that comes with an after 
Word : Then fer that hou lt © cut it 


down. 
So then, that 1 may orderly pro- 


ceed with the Obſervation, I muſt 
. down theſe two Propoſitions | 


Firſt, That the Day of Grace ends wb 


= Men, before God takes them out 
N of this l And, —— fy 


1 The Teh, or Cutting FEY 
of ſuch {en will be dreadful. For this 
Cut it down, when it is underſtood in 
the largeſt Senſe (as here indeed it ought) 

it ſheweth, not only the Wrath of 
God againſt a Man's Life in this 
World, but his Wrath againſt him 
200 and Soul. And is as much as 

y, Cut him off from all the Pri- 


bop , and Benefits that come by 


Grace, both in a n 1 that 
which is is to dome, nt 
 Brpoſaion I. 1 = _ 


But to proceed, Tze * of hes: 
ends auith fo ome Men, before God _ 
the 


PF - 
N 4 


2 * 
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| Tbe Barer A 0 
them out * bis World. I ſhall give you 


ſome Inſtances. of this, and bo go on 
60 the laſt Nopeſition. . Ny 


Fi rſt, 1 ſhall inſtance Cain; Cain was 


a Profeſſor, a Sacrificer [x], a Wor- 
ſhipper of 'God; yea, the firſt Wor- 
ſhipper that we read of 2 the Fall 
But his Grapes were wild 

Works were evil 2. he did not do 
What he did, fr 
Therefore God diſallowed his Work, 
at this his Countenance falls; where- 


fore he envies his Brother, "quarrels 


with him, takes his Opportunity, and 


kills him, now in that Day that he 4 


this Act, was the Heavens cloſed up 


| againſt. him, and that himſelf did 


ſmartingly and fearfully feel, when 


God made Inquiſition for the Blood 


of Abel, And now curſed, ſaid God, 


ſhalt rhou be from the Egrth, which hath : 


opened ber Mouth to receive thy Brother's 


Blood from thy Hand, and, &c. And 
Cain ſaid, My Puniſhment x greater tban 


can bear 1 J. Mine Iniquity is greater 


Si E than 


4 


- 6] Gen. iv. 3. ob «John . | 
[4] E. iv. 3, 11, 125 13, 14. 
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98 The Barren Hoke. 
_ rhan-that it may be forgiven. . Be- 


hold, thou haſt driven mie out this Day 


from the Face o ” the Earth, and from thy 


Face ſhall I be hid. Now thou art 
curfed, faith God. Thou half driv- 
en me out th Day, {faith Cain, and 


from thy Face ſhall I be hid; I ſhall 


never more have Hope in thee, Smile 
from thee, nor expect Mercy at thy 
Hand. Thus therefore Cain's Day 


of Grace ended, and the Heavens, 


with God's own Heart, were ſhut up 
againſt him yer after this, he lived 
long. Cuning down, was not come 
et: After Tbs he lived to marry a 
ife, to beget a curſed Brood, to 
build a City [a], (and what elſe 1 


know not) all which could not be 


quickly done; wherefore Cain might 
hve after the Day of Grace was paſt 


- with him, ſeveral Hundred Years. 


| Secondly, I ſhall inſtance — 9: 


acl was 'a Profeſſor; was br 


up in Abraham's Family, and was Cir- 


cumciſed at Tbirteen Years of Age, _ 


—_ 


1338 


a] Gen. by. 6, 17. 2.9 . 75 
5] Ibid, xvii. 25, 26. i, I 
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The Barren Hg. tree. 99 
he was the Son of the Bond- woman, 
he brought not forth good Fruit, he 
was a wild Profeſſor. For all his Re- 
ligion, he would ſcoff at thoſe that 
were better chan himſelf. Well, up- 
on a Day his Brother Iſaac was wean- 
ed, at which Time his Father made 
a Feaſt, and rejoyced before the 
Lord, for that he had given him the 

promiſed Son, at ths Iſhmael mocked 

: On their Son, and -godly Rejoy- 

cing. Then came the Spirit of God 
upon Sarah, and ſhe cried, Caſt bim 


X out, caſt out the Bond. n, and ber 


Son; for the Son 0 


this Bond- omam 
fhall not be | Heir with my Son, even with 
Hhacc [el. Now Fru to the Galatians 
makes this Caſting out to be, not 
only a Caſting out of Abrabam's Fa- 
- mily, but a Caſting out alſo from a 
Lot with the Saints in Heaven £4]. Al- 
fo Meſes giveth us a notable Proof 
thereof, in faying, that when mm 
died, * gathered to bis People Le]; His 
People Os y his Mother's Side, for he 


W 
95 8 : = - FO 15 ' = c 
| 155 r 
1 Gen. XXV. 8, 105 ah IV 1 : Y 
4. Cal. iv. a9. 30, 34. „„ _ 5 DS; 


el Gen. xxVv. 17. 
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. Yoo _ The Barren Fig tree. 
was reckoned from her, the Son of 
Hagar, the Son of the Bond-woman. 

Now ſhe came of the Egyprians [f]: 

- So. that he was gathered when he 
died, notwithſtanding his Profeſſion, 
to the Place where Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt were gathered to, Who were 

drowned in the Red-Sea, theſe were 
his People, and he was of: them, 
both by Nature and Diſpoſition, by 

perſecuting as they did, But now, 

* Hhen did the Day of Grace end with ths 
Man; Obſerve, and |] will ſhew you : 
mae was Thirteen Years old, when he 
Was circumciſed, and thenwas Abraham 

net Year Iſaac was born. So that I 
mael was now. Fourteen Years of Age. 


he ſucked, Four Tears) by that Ac- 
count, the Day of Grace muſt be ended. 
FN Vith Iſnmael, Y that be was Eighteen 
n Mars old [6]. For that Day is mock- 
Fil. ed, that Day it was ſaid, Caft bim 
en, and of that Caſting out, the 
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The Barren Fig-tree. not 


Apoſtle makes what I have ſaid. Be- 
ware ye young, barren Profeſfors.. 
 Thmael lived an Hundred and Nineteen 


Years after this, in great Tranquility 


and Honour with Men; after this 
alſo he begat Twelve Princes, even 
after his Day of Grace was paſt. 


Tybirdiy, I ſhall inſtance Eſau. Eſan 
alſo was a Profeſſor, he was born. 
unto Iſaac, and circumciſed accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom [7]: But Eſau 
was a Gameſome Profeſſor, an Huntſman, 
a Man of the Field ; alſo he was wedded 
to his Luſts, which he did alſo ven- 


ture to keep, rather tłan the Birth- 


right, Well, upon a Day, when he 


came from Hunting, and was faint, 


he fold his Birth-right to Jacob his 
Brother. Now the Birth-right in 
thoſe Days, had the Promiſe and 


Blefling annexed to it. Lea, they 
| were ſo entailed i» tba, that the one 


could not go without the other, 


-wherefore' the Apoſtle's Caution is 


here of Weight; Take heed, ſaith he, 


leſt there . among you - a. Fornicator, or 
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know bow that afterwards, w 
| have inherited the Bleſſing, be was reject- 
; for be found no Hase of Repentance, 


10 The Barren We 
fare Per ſon as Eſau, who for one Mor- 


| 2 of Meat ſold bu "Birth ri 75 for ye 


» he would 


though he ſought it carefully with Tears [ &}. 
Now the ending is Eſaus Day of 


Grace is to be reckoned from his Sel- 
ling his Birth-right : For there the 


Apoſtle points it, leſt there be among 


you any, that like Eſau, ſells his 
Birth-right : Fos n Ons hence me 
RG biloce LS 


But Eſau fold his Birth-righe long 


before his Death. Twenty. Years af- 
ter this, Jacob was with Laban, and 
When he returned Home, his Brother 
E/ai met him [I]. Farther, after this 


when Jacob dwelt again ſome Time 


with his Father, then Jacob and Eſau 


buried him [J. I ſuppoſe he might 


live above Forty Years, yea, tor ought 
1 know, above Fourſcore Years after 


be had ſold his m And ſo 
= - deen 


{] Heb. xii. 16, 17. 
JJ Gen. xxxi. 41, . xxxii. 6. 
bo] _ XXXV. 28, a9... * 


The Barren Fig-tree. | 103 
conſequently had put wma, out of 
the la of Ged. Eb 1 7 5 

| „ 

gh Three Things EF would 8 note 
5 upon theſe Three Profeſſors. T6135 


1 Ef, Cain an angry Profeſſor, Ihe 

imael a mocking one, Eſau a luſtful, 
gameſome one: Three Symptoms of a 
barren Profeſſor. For he that can 
be angry, and that can mock, and 
that can indulge his Lufts, cannot 
bring forth Fruit to God. 8 


"Secondly, The Dor of Grace . 
with theſe Proſeſſors at that Time 
when 2 committed ſome grievous 
> Cain's when he killed his Bro- 

3 lumael's when he. mocked. at 
e &c, And Elan when out of 
ove to his bun. he deſpiſed,” and 
ſold his Birth-righe.. Beware harren 
— _Fhou. — do that in hal, 
N 57 an Hpur, from the Evil. of 
& tben mayſt not be delivered fir 


ever and ever. 


 Thirdh, Yet theſe Three, after their 
_— a, Grace was over, hyed. better 
1 1,3 4 l Lifes, 


1 


% 2 


104 Me Barren Fig- tree. 
Lives, as to outward Things, than 
ever they did before. 
this, was Lord of a City [=]; Iſhmael 
was after ths, Father of Twelve Prin- 
ces [o]; and Eſau, after tbu, told his 


Cain after 


Brother, I have enough, my Brother, 
keep that thou haſt to thyſelf [J. 5 Eaſe, 


and Peace, and a proſperous Life in 
Outwards, is no Sign of the Favour 


of God to a barren and fruitleſs 
Profeſſor; but rather of his Mratb, 


that thereby he may be capable to 


_ treaſure up more Wrath, againſt the 


Day of Wrath and Revelation of the righ- 


teous Judgment of God. 


Let thus much ſerve for the Proof 


of the Firſt Propoſition, namely, That 
| the Day of Grace ends with ſome Men, 


; before God takes them oFf of this World. : 


Now then, to ſhew you by ſome 


Signs, how you may know that the 
Day of Grace is ended, or near to 


ending with the . barren Profeſſor ; 


And after that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


-» 


N I] Gen. iv. 17. 19, 20. 


[o] Bad. xxili- 13. I] Bid. xxxili. S. go 
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Bib, He that hath ſtood it our 

ainſt God, and that hath withitocd 
af thoſe Means for Fruit, that God 
hath uſed for the making of him (ir 
it might have been) a fruitful Tree 
in his Garden, he is in this Dan- 
ger; and this indeed is the Sam of _ 


the Parable: The Fig-tree here men- 


tioned, was bleſſed with the Appli- 
cation of Means, had Time allowed 


it to receive the Nouriſhment : But 


it out- ſtood, withſtood, overſtood 
all, all that che Husbandman did, all 
that the Vine. dreſſer did. 


Sign of being 2 Grace. * g 


0 But a littie diſtinctly to particule- 
rize in Four Or Five Particulars.” ; 


Sign I 


— 
* 


: PE The Day of Git is like 
to be paſt, when a Profeſſor hath 
- withſtood, abuſed, and W- ,t God's 


Patience, then he is in Danger, this is 


a Provocation, then God cries, Cut 


1 aun. There are ſome Men that 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 


| — into a Profeſſion, no bady knows 


bow; even as this Fig-tree was 
brought into the Vineyard [4], by 
other Hands than God's : Agr there 

they abide lifeleſs, boa care- 


leſs, and uithous any good Conſcience to 
God at all, Perhaps they. came in 


for the Loaves, for a rade, for 


EF Credit, for a Blind; or it may be 


to ſtifle, and choak the Checks, and 
grinding Pangs of an awakened, and 
iſquieted Conſcience. Now having 


obtained their Purpoſe, like the Sin- 


ners of Sion 75 they are at Eaſe, 
and ſecure; ſaying, like Agar, _ 
the Bitrerneſs of Death is paſt Ls]; I. 
am well, ſhall be ſaved, and go 5 


Heaven. Thus in theſe vain Con- 


ceits, they ſpend a Year, two or three ; 


not remembrin ng that at every-Seaſon 2 


of Grace, and at every Opportu- 
nity of the Goſpel, the Lord comes 
- Fruit, Well, Sinner, well, bar» 
ig-tree, this is but a coarſe Be- 

; God comes for Fruit. What 
* Tee ſaith God, what a F- 


de 


t . vi. 26. on Amos vi. „ 
11 Sam. XY, 10. 


forth no Fruit. I will cry unto 


The Barren Figetres. 107 
tre is this, that hath ſtood this Year 
in my Vineyard, and brought me 


him, Profeſſor! Barren Fi- tree, be 
fruitful! I look for Fruit, I expect 
Fruit, F muſt have Fruit, therefore 
bethink thyſelf. At theſe Words the 
Porfeſſor pauſes; but theſe are but 
Words, 8. Blows, therefore off goes 
this Conſideration from the Heart: 
When God comes next Year, he finds 
him ſtill as he was, a barren, fruit- 
leſs Cumber. ground. And now. again 
he complains, Here are Two Tears 
gone, and 10 Fruit appears; Well, 
1 will defer mine Anger for my 
Name Sake [r]. I will defer mine 
Anger for my Praiſe, I will refrain 
from thee, that I cut thee not off (as 
yet). I will yet wait to be gra- 
cipus. But this helps not, this hatg 
not the leaſt Influence upon the 
barren Fig tree, Tuſb, ſaich he, here 
26 no Threatning: Ged it merciful, he 
will defer his Anger, He waits to 
be gracious [: I am not yet afraid, 
O how ungodly Men, that are un- 
| awares 


— 


[A Is. zin. 9. el li xxx, of 


08 The es Fi g tree. 
awares crept into the Vineyard, how 
do they turn the Grace of God into. Laſci- 
' wiouſneſs | x]. Well, he comes the 
third Year for Fruit, as he did be- 
fore, but ſtill he finds but a barren 
 Fig-tree; No Fruit: Now he cries out 
again, O thou Dreſſer of - my Vineyard, 
come hither, here's a Fig-iree hath 
ſtood theſe Three Nears in my Vine- 
ard, and hath at every Seaſon dif- 
appointed my Expectation, for J have 
looked for Fruit in vain. Cut it down, 
Patience is worn out, I ſhall wait 


07 » this NO 320 longer. | 


* 2 
& | % 
. : | 


2. And now he begins to ſhake 
the Fig-tree with - his Threatnings; 
Fetch out the Ax; now the Ax is 
Death [y], Death therefore is called 
for, Death come, ſmite me this Fig- 
tree, and withal the Lord ſhakes this 
Sinner, and whirls him upon a Sick- 
bed, ſaying, Take bim Death, - he hath 
abuſed my Patience and Forbearance, 
not remembering that it ſhould have 
led m to OE and to the 

| Fruies 


a 


B Jude iv. 8 
71 Rom. i ii. 3. 4 


De Barren Fig-t ree. 109 | 
Fruits thereof. Death, .ferch away this 
Hlig:-tree to the Fire, fetch this barren _ 
_ Profeſſor: to Hell. At this, Death 
comes with grim looks into the Cham 
ber, yea and Hell follows with him 
to the Bed-fide, and both ſtare this 
7 profeſſor in the Face, yea, begin to 
lay Hands upon him; one ſmiting him 
with Pains in his Body, with Head-ach, 
Heart-ach, Back-ach, Shortneſs of 
Breath, Fainting Qualms, Trem- 
bling of | Joints, Stopping- at the 
_ Cheſt, and almoſt all the Symproms _ 
of a Man paſt all Recovery. Now ©» 
while Death is thus tormenting the | 
Body, Hell is doing with the Mind 
and Conſcience, ſtriking them with 
its Pains, caſting Sparks of Fire 1n 
thither, wounding with Sorrows and 
Fears of everlaſting Damnation, the 
Spirit of this poor Creature: And 
now he begins to bethink himſelf, 
and to cry to God for Mercy; Lord, 
ſpare me; Lord, ſpare me. Nay, ſaith - 
God, you have been a Provocation to 
me, theſe Three Nears, How many times 
have you diſappointed me? How 
many Seaſons have you ſpent in vain ? 
How many Sermons, and other Mer- 


— , 
* 


„ "The Barren Fg-tree. A 


cies did I of my Patience afford | 
[ ou? But al to no Purpofe at all, | 
Wi Tale him Death. O, good Lord, faith | 
bl the Sinner, ſpare me but thi once. 

14 Raiſe me but this once. Indeed I have 

14 been a barren Profeſſor, and have 

1 ſtood to no Purpoſe at all in thy“ 

5 Vineyard: But ſpare! O ſpare, b d 
mh one Time, I beſeech thee, and I will : 
# be better. Away, away, you will not. | 
1 T have tried you hee Three Nears alrea= | 
1 dy, you are nought; if I ſhould re- | 
1 cover you again, you would be as 
bad as you was before (and all this 
Talk is while Death ſtands by). The 
= Sinner cries again, Good Lord, try 
me th once, let me get up again he 
3 once, and ſee if Ido not mend. But 
1 will you promiſe me to mend? Yes, 
1 indeed, Lord, and vow it too; I will 

. never be ſo bad again, I will be better. 

f Well, faith God, Death, let this Pro- 

E feſſor alone for thx Time. I will try 

| him a while longer, he hath pro- 

| miſed, he hath: vowed that he will 


amend: his Ways. It may be he will 
mind to keep his Promiſes. Yows are 
ſolemn Things, it may be he. may 
fear to break ow Vows ; Ariſe from 0" 
E& M4.) bo | . Os | t 7 
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Ide Barren Fig: tree. 111 
thy Bed; and now God lays. down bu 
Ax; At this the poor Creature is 
very thankful, praiſes God, and fawns 

upon him, ſhews as if he did it hear- 
tily, and calls to others to thank 
him too. He therefore riſeth as one 
would think, to be a New Creature 
indeed. But by that he hath put 
on his Cloaths, is come down from 
his Bed, and ventured into the Yard, 
or Shop, and there ſees how all 
Things are gone to Sixes and Sevens, 
he begins to have ſecond Thoughts: 
And ſays to his Folks, What have 
you all been doing? How are all 
Things out of Order? Iam I can- 
not tell what behind- hand; one may 

ſee if a Man be but a little a to- ſide, 
you have neither Wiſdom, nor Pru- 
. dence to order Things: And now, 
inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt 
of his Time to God, be doubleth b 
Diligence after ths Merld. Alas! all 
muſt not be loft, we wuſt baue à pro- 
vident Care: And thus quite forget- 
ting the Sorrows of Death, the 
Pains of Hell, the Promiſes and 

Vows which he made to God to be 
better: Becauſe Judgment was not 

e _ (now) 


* 


112 Me Barren Fig-tree: 
(now) ſpeedily executed, "therefore the 


Sold takes hold F bs Ax again, fends 


Cattle, ( your young Men have 1 ſlain, 
and taken away your Horſes [X]) I wall 


blaſt him, croſs him, diſappoint him, 
and caſt him down, and will ſer 


teth his Hand unto; At this the poor 


III have ſinned, ſpare me once more 


© Children, bleſs me in my. Labours, 


faith God, you lied to me laſt time, 
I. will truſt you, in this, no longer, 


And then returns to his Place, till 
this Profeſſor more unfeignedly ac- 
knowledge his Offence [a], 8 
5 n 1 


en w. 7 5-552 
Ia Hol. v. 14, 15. 5 8 


re 


Heart F ths poor : Creature 15 Fully ſet . 


T 9 
—— bs . * we) 


-_ Theſe Things E 
Death to a Wife, to a Child, to his 


myſelf againſt him, in all that he put- 
Barren Profeſſor cries out again, Lord, 


1 beſeech thee. O take not away 
the Deſire of mine Eyes, ſpare my 


and I will mend, and be better. No, 


and with all he tumbleth the Wife, 
the Child, the Eſtate, into a Grave: 


n 
Ard * > ERS __ "= } 


* 
— 
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At this the poor Creature is afſflcted 


and diſtreſſed, rent his Closthis [J, 


and begins to call the Breaking his 
Promiſe and Vows to mind, he 


mourns and prays, and like Abab, 
4 while walks ſoftly, at the Remem- 
brance of the Juſtneſs of the Hand 
_ of God upon him. And nw he 


renews his Promiſes, Lord try me 


Ih one. time more, take off thy Hand 


and lee. Rig 7 go. Far 25. never turn. ; 
| Iparet 


Well, God 


h him again, ſets 


down his Ax again (Aan times He 


did deliver them, but they provoked bim 


with their Counſels, and were brought 
low for their Iniquities) [e]. Now they 
' feem to be thankful again, and are 
as if they were reſolyed to be God- 


i ly indeed. Now they Read, they 
Pra 


ſeem to be ſerious à pretty while, 
but at laſt they forget. Their Luſts 


AC * 
LE 


» 


y, they go to Meetings, anc 


3 


” 


rick them, ſuitable Temptations pre- 


ſent themſelves : Wherefore they turn 
to their own crooked Ways again. 
, When he | ſlew them, then they ſought him, 


- [6] 1 Kings xxi. 27. 


le] Pal. cvi. 43. e 1:4 26M 3] 5 
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and returned early after God, nevertheleſs 
they did flatter bim with their | Mouth; 
and lied unto bim with their Tongue [d]. 


4. Yet again, The Lord will not 
leave this Profeſſor, but will take 
up his Ax again, and will put him 
under a more ,heart-ſearching Mini - 
ſtry, a Miniſtry that ſhall ſearch him, 
and turn him over and over, a Mi- 
niſtry chat ſhall meet with him, and 
as. Elijah met with Abab, in all his 
Acts of Wickedneſs (and zo the Ax 
A laid to the Roots of the Trees) [e] be- 
ſides, this Miniſtry doth not only 
ſearch the Heart, but preſenteth the 
Sinner with the Golden Rays of the 
-glarious Goſpel; Now & Chriſt Tee 
* | forth; evidently, now is Grace diſ- 
played ſweetiy; now, now are the 
Promiſes broken like Boxes of Oim- 
ment, to the perfuming of the whole 
Room. But ala, there x yet no. Fruit 
on tha Fig-tree. While his Heart is 
ſearching, he wrangles; while the 
glorious Grace of the Goſpel is un- 
_—_ vailing 


— 


[a] | Paal. Ixxviii. 34, 16. 
F 
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; vailing, this Profeſſor wags and is 
13 wantan, gathers up ſome Scraps there- 
of, Taſtes the good Word of God, and-the 
Powers of. the World to come, Drinks - . 
eth in this Rain that comes often up- 
on him [J, But bringeth not forth Fruit 
. meet for bim, whoſe Goſpel it ; takes no 
Hieed to walk in the lau of the Lord 
Cod of Iſrael, with all his Heart [g]; 
but counteth that the Goſpel con- 
|  ſiſtethintalk and ſhew, and that eur 
| Obedience thereto, is a Matter of 
Speculation ; that good Works lie 5 in £ 
good Words, and if they can finely 
talk, they think they - bravely pleaſe 
God. They think the Kingdom of 
God conſiſteth only in Word, not in 
Power: And thus proveth. ineffec- 
tual this Furth Means alſov - 
begins to be 


5 5. 5 Well, Now the Ax | 
heaved higher, for now indeed God 
is ready to ſmite the Sinner, yet be- 
fore he will ſtrike the Stroke, he will 
try one Way more at the laſt; and 
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116 The Barren Fig-tree. 
Now this laſt Way is zo rug, and ſtrive 
with this Profeſſor by his Spirit. Where= 
fore the Spirit of the Lord is now 
| come to him: But 20. always to ſtrive 
with Man *, yet a while he will ſtrive 
with him, he will awaken, he will 
convince, he will call co Rememe 
brance former” Sins, former Judg- 
ments, the Breach of former Vows 
and Promiſes, the Miſpending of 
former Days; he will alſo preſent 
per ſuaſive Arguments, encouraging 
Promiſes, dreadful. Judgments, the 
Shortneſs of Time to repent in; and. 
that there is Hope if he come. 
Further, he will ſnew him the Cer- 
tainty of Death, and of the Judg- 
ment to come; yea, he will pull and 
ſtrive with this Sinner. But, behold, 
the Miſchief now lies here, here is 
Tßsies and ſtriving on both Sides. 
The Spirit convinces, the Man turns 
gadeaf Ear to God; the Spirit faith, 

Receive my Inſtruction and live; 
but the Aan pulls away his Shoul- 
der; the Spirit ſhews him whether 
he is going, but the Man cloſeth 


his 
+ beg Gen. iv. 7* 5 "a, 2 


chis Eyes againſt it; the Spirit offer- 
eth Violence, the Man ſtrives and 
reſiſts, They have done Deſpite unto the 
Spirit of Grace [h]. The Spirit parli- 
eth a Second time, and urgeth Rea- 


ſons of a new Nature But the 


Sinner anfwereth, No; I have loved 
Strangers, and after them. I will go [Ci]. 
At this God's Fury ariſeth, now. he 


comes out of his Holy: Place, and 


1s terr 1ble : Now He 3 ſwareth, iu... bis 


Wrath, they ſpall never enter into bis 


my Patience, yet you have not turn- 
ed to me faith the Lord. I ſmote 
. you in your Perſon, in your Rela- 
tions, in your Eſtate, yet you have 
not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord, 
In thy Filthineſs Leudueſt: becauſe 1 
baue purged thee, and thou waſt. not 
purged; thou fnalt not be purged from 


557 
4 


e Ground ? 


YL 


0 2 1. 29. ; 
Li Amos iv. 6, 8, 9, 1e, 11. 
Lil Ezek. Xxiv. 232 | 
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4 Second Siem, 


Another Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor 


is almoſt (if not quite) paſt Grace, 
is, when God hath given him over, or 


lets him alone, and ſuffers him to do 


any Thing, and that without -Con- 
troul, helpeth him not in Works 
of Holineſs, or in Straits and Diffi- 
culties, Epbraim 1 ſoyned to Idols, ler 
him alone Mo be to them, when . 
part from them [I]. I 2 laugb at 
their Calamitier, or ol mock er * 
Amen L. 5 | 


'Barrew Fig-reer;- thou haſt 8 
* been digged about, and dung- 
ed, God's Mattock hath heretofore 
been at thy Roots, Goſpeb- dung 
hath heretofore been Golan to thee; 
thou haft heretofore been ftrove 
with, convinced, awakened, made 
to taſte and ſee, and cry, O rhe 
| Bleſſedneſs ! Thou haſt heretofore 
deen met with under the WR 


thy 


LI Hoſ. iv. 17. 8 0 | n nA | ff | 
bn} Prev. i. 24, 25s 26, TA a6, - $414). 
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thy Heart hath melted, thy Spirit 
hath fallen, thy Soul hath eden, 

and thou haſt felt ſomething of the 


Power of the Goſpel. But thou haſt 
ſinned, thou haft provoked the Eye- 


of his 'Glory, thy Iniquity is found 5 


to be hateful, and now perhaps God 
hath left thee, given thee up, — 
lers thee alone, | 3 
Heretofore thou waſt tender; FAT x 
Conſcience ſtartled at the Tempta- 
tion to Wickedneſs, for thou wert 
taken off from the Polluticas of the World, 
through the Knowledge of our Lord Pf 
Saviour 8 8 Chriſt [u]; but that very 
Vomit that once thou wert turned 
from, now thou lappeſt up, with the 
Dog in the Proverb, again, and that 
very Mire, that once thou ſeemedſt 
to be waſhed from, in that: ver Mire, 
thos now art rambling afreſh. But ro 
particularize, there ate Three" Signs 
Go * Man 8 deing given” over of 


1. Pe 


{*] 2 Pet. ii. 23, 2, 2. 7 % 1p! 


2 


— 


* * 
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T. When he is let alone in Sin- 
ning, when the Reins of bu Luſts are 
looſed, and he given up to them. 
And; even as they did not like to retain 
God in their Knowledge, God gave them 
over to 4 reprobate. Mind, to do thoſe 
Dings which are not convenient; bein 
filled with all Unrighteouſneſs, Seeſt thou 
a Man that heretofore had the Know- 
| ledge of God, and that had ſome 
Awe of his Majeſty upon him; I 
ſay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one Sporting 
Bimſelf in bu own Deceivings [o], turn- 
ing the Grace of our God into La- 
cCiviouſneſs, and walking after his 
cn ungodly Luſts; his Judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, 
and . bs Damnation ſlumbereth net [p]. 
Doſt thou hear, barren Profeſſor, It 
is aſtoniſhing to ſee, how thoſe that 
once as Sons of the Morning [J]. 
and were making, Preparations for 
Eternal Life, now at laſt for the 
Rottenneſs of their Hearts, 1 
Mo. ewe - Je 


8 * 
* 


[0] Rom. i. 28, 29, 30, 31. 
r e 


— 


juſt Judgment of God, to be per- 


* 


under everlaſting Darkneſs, unto the Fudg- 
went of the great Day. Barren Fig tree, 
Doſt thou hear? | 


mitted, being paſt Os, to give 
themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs, 


to work all Uncleauneſs with Greedineſs. 


A great Number of ſuch were in the 
_ fir ſ# Goſpel-days ; againſt whom Perer - 


and Jude, and Jobn pronounceth the 


heavy Judgment of God. Peter and 


Jude couple them with the fallen An- 


gels rj; and John forbids that Pray- 

er be made for them, becauſe that is 

happened to them, that happened to 

the Angels that fell. F forſaking - 
their firſt State, and for 


own Habitation, are reſerved in Chains 


f 


Firſt, Theſe are beyond all Mercy. 


Secondl , Theſe are beyond all Pro- 


" 


miſes. 
Thirdly, Theſe are beyond all Hopes 
of Repentance, 5 

= OO Fourthly, 


| be] 2 Pet. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
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aving their 


Renee og A -r 
3 


— * —.— . 
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band, Theſe rr no e | 
1 nor any more Share in 4 Scr; 
fice for din. 2 | 


* Fifrbly, For chaſe. remains nothing, 
but a fearful Looking for of'J _ 
ment. 


Stxrbly, Wherefore theſe. Are true 
Fugatives and Vagabonds, that be- 
ing left of God, of Chriſt, of Grace, 
af” the Promiſe, and being beyond 
all Hope, wander and ſtraggle to 

- and fro, even as the Devil, their 
Affociate, untill” the time fhall come 
co die, or untill they deſcend in 
Battle, "and periſh. 


2. Wherefore they are let alone in 
hearing, If theſe at any time come 
under the Word, there is for them 
nb God, no Saviour of the Means of 
Grace, no Stirrings of Heart, no Pity 
Yor themſelves, zo Love to their own ' 
Salvation. Let them look on this 
Hand or that, there they fee. ſuch 
f - "I of the Word in others, as 
| Or _— o Repentance, and 
Þ of off -A87 Love 
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Love to God and his Chriit, Theſe 
Men only bave their Backs bowed down 
alway. Theſe Men only, Here the Spi- 
rit of Slumber, Eyes that the 9 ſhould not 
fee, and Ears That they ſhould not hear to 
this wery Day [5]. Perekort as they 
go to the Place F the A 0 they come 
57 4 the Place of the Holy; and ſoon 
77 orgotren in ihe I . they ſo 
did 74. Only they reap this Da- 
| mage, They treaſure up Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the righ- | 
feos "Judgment of God 1 Look to 
it, barren Profe for. 


3. If he be viſ ted after the com» 
mon Way of Mankind, either with 
Sickneſs, Diſtreſs, or any kind of 

Calamity, ſtill no God a rarer, no 
- ſanctifying Hand of God. no ſp ecial 
Mercy is mixed with the A8idtion. - 
But he falls ſick, and grows well, like 
the Beaſt; Or is under LOIN as "Saul, - 
who, when he was engi ed by the 
N as forlaken. ang 3 OL "God. 

F 2 And 


Eccl. viii. 40. ei op 1 7 1 
41 Rome ii. 3, 4, 5+ 


4 


[ Rom. xi. 8, 9, 10. 
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And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves to- 
gether, and came and pitched in Shunem; 
and Saul gathered all Iſrael ropether, 
and they pitched in Gilboa: Fas. when 
Saul {aw the. Hot of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and bis Heart greatly trem- 
| bled. Aud when Saul enquired" of the 
Lord, the Lord anſwered Air no more, 
nue ber by Dreams, nor by Urim, . nor 

by Prophers [x]. The Lord anſwered 

* Ria no more, He had done with him, 
caft him off, and rejected him, and 
left him to ſtand and fall with his 
Sins by himfelf, But of this more 
in the Concluſion, therefore I here for- 

bear. i EE.” 


4. Theſe Men may go whither they 
will, do what they will, they may 
range from Opinion to Opinion, from 
Notion to Notion, from Se to Sed, 
but are ſtedfaſt no where, they are left 
to their own Uncertainties: They 
have no Grace to eſtabliſh their 
Hearts; and though ſome of them 
have boaſted themſelves of this Li- 
berty, yet Jude calls them, wandering 
„ : Stars, 


6 $P 


— 
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Stars, to whom is reſerved the Blatknefs 
of Darkneſs for ever [y]. They are 
left, as I told you before, to be 
Fugatives and Vagabonds in the 
Earth, ro wander eyery where, bur 
to abide no where, until they ſhall 
deſcend to their own Place, with Cain 
and Judas [X], Men of the ſame 
Fate with themſelves. 1 5 


— 


A Third Sg. 


Thirdly, Another Sgz, that ſuch a 
Profeſſor is quite ' paſt Grace, is, 
when his Heart is grown ſo hard, 
ſo ſtony and inpenetrable, that no- . 
thing will pierce it, Barren Fip-tree, 
Doſt thou conſider ? A hard and im- 
penitent Heart, is the Curſe of 
God [a]. A Heart that cannot re- 
pent, is inſtead of all Plagues at 
once: And hence it is, that God 
ſaid of Pharoah, when he ſpake of 
delivering him up in the greatneſs 
of his Anger, I will at this Time, ſaith 
he, ſend all my W upon thy Heart [C). 


[3] Jude 13. s] Ads i. 3. 
l] Rom. ii. 5. [5] Exod. ix. 14. 
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To ſome Men that have grievouf- 
ly finned under a Profeſſion of the 
zoſpel; God giveth this Token af his 
Diſpleaſure, they are denied the 
Power of Repentance, their Heart 
is bound, they cannot repent ; It 
is impoſſible that they ſhould ever 
repent, fhould they live a Thouſand 
Years; It * impoſſible for thoſe Fall- 
aways to be renewed again unto Repen- 
tance, ſeeing they crucify to themſelves the 
Son of God afreſh, and put him to open 
Shame [c]. Now to have the Heart 
io hardened, ſo judicially hardened, this 
is as a Bar put in by the Lord God, 
_ the Salvation of h Sinner, 
This was the Burden of Spira's Com- 
plaint, I cannot do it: O now T cannot 


doit. 


This Man ſees what he hath 
done, what ſhould help him, and 
what will become of him, yet he can- 
not repent [4]; he pulled away his 

Shoulder before, he ſtopped his Ears 
before, he ſhut up his Eyes Vine, 

| and 


* 


* 


[c] Heb. vi. 4 , 6. [4] Zech. vil. 18, 13,14. 
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and in'that very Poſture God left Lim, 101 


fo he ſtands to this very 


have had a Fancy, that Lats Us Pie 

when ſhe turned into a Pillar of Salt, 
ſtood yet looking over her Shaulder, 
or elſe with her Face towards Sodom ; 
as the Judgment caught her, ſo it 


bound her, and left her a Monument 


of God's Anger to after Genera- 
tions. 0 55 


We read of fowl: e's are hana 
whh an hot Iron, and that are paſt Feel- 
ing; for ſo. ſeared. Perſons in ſeared 


Parts are. Their Confcience is ſear- 


ed [e]. The Conſcience is the Thing 


that muſt be touched with Feeling, 


Fear and Remorſe, if any good be 
done with the Sinner. How then can 
any good be — _ thoſe whoſe 
5 is worſe _ _ that ® 
aft aſleep in Sin or that Con- 
2 Parke is ug: afleep, may be 
awakened and ſaved: but that Con- 
ſcience that is ſeared, dried, as it were 
into a Cinder, can never have Senſe, 
Feeling, or the leaſt Regret in the 
F4 World 
«#2 7.9 


(4 T. . 3. If] Eph, 3 AY 


% 
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World. Barren Fig-tree, hearken, jadi- 
cial hardening à dreadful.” There 5s a 
Difference betwixt that Hardneſs of 
Heart, that is incident to all Men, 
_ that which comes upon ſome as 
on. rs or ſpecial Judgment of God: 
| although all kind of Hardneſs 
— Heart, = ſome Senſe, may be 
called a Judgment, yet to be hard- 
ened with this Second Kind, is a Judg- 
ment peculiar. only to them that 
' periſh; An Hardneſs that is ſent as 
a Puniſhment, for the Abuſe. of Light 
received, for a Reward of Apoſtacy. | 


This Judicial Hardneſs is Siſover- 
ed from that which is incident to all 
1 in theſe PartUculars + 5 


I. It is an Hardneſs that comes 
after ſome great Light received, be- 
cauſe of ſome great Sin committed again : 
' that Light, and the Grace that” 
it. Such Hardneſs as Pharoab had, 
after the Lord had wrought won- 
— before him: * W 


e] Rom. ii. 20, 21. 1 
171 * vi. 6. 424. 4 81 


of 


ave 


neſs, and hence they are ſaid to be 
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the Gentiles had, a Hardneſs which 
darkened the Heart, a Hardneſs which 
made their Minds reprobate. n & 
Hardneſs is alſo the ſame with that 
the Hebrews are - cautioned to be- 
ware of [i]; an Hardneſs that is caul- 
ed by nbelief, and a Departing 
from the Living God; an Hardneſs 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin: 
Such as that in the Provocation, of 
whom God ſware, that they ſhould 
not enter into his Ref, Twas this 
Kind of Hardneſs alſo that both Cain, 
and Iſhmael, and Eſau, were hardened 
with, after they had committted their 
great Tranſgreſſons. | 


2. It is the greateſt Kind of a! 


Harder than a Rock [E], or than an 
Adamant, that is, ardler than Hint. 
So hard that nothing can enter. 


. Te is an Hardneſs cn iven in 
much Anger, „ and that to 12 the 
n 


7 


FE iii. 7, to 25 
k] Jer. v. 3. 5 


en : 
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: Soul up in an W of Re- 
3 ee [=]. I. | 


| 4 Iti is an Hardneſ, iidrbfore which 
5 is . ee of which 2 Man muſt 
die and be damned. Barren Ty. 
ſor, bearken 70 i088. 


\ 


+ 


2 Four th Siem. 


' Fourthly, Another Sign that fach a 
Profeſſor is quite paſt Grace, is when 
He fortifies his hard Heart a * 
the Tenour of God's Word. "Thi 
called hardening themſelves agai Ged, 3 
and turning of the Spirit again Bim. 
{=] As thus, when after a Profeſſi- 
on of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 
of the Doctrine that is according to 
Godlineſs, they ſhall embolden them- 
ſelves in Courles of Sin, by promiſing 
themſelves that they ſhall have 2555 and 
Salvation 'motwithſtanding. Barren Pro- 
Fefor, hearken to this. This Man is 
called, 4 Root that beareth Gall and 
Hemm, or 4 Dll Herb Loh * 


BD 


m] Heb. vi. 6 - | „ 
ad 1X. 45 55 =, 13. P's 1 pus bb 5 


1 
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an one as is abominated of God; 1 1 
yea the Abhorred of his Soul. For = 
this Man faith, I ſhall baue Nass-, 
though 1 walk in the Imagination, or * 
Stub ornneſs of Heart, to add Drun- | 
kenneſs to Thirſt | 1; an Opinion flat 
againſt the whole Word of God, 
8 againſt the very Nature of God 
3 "Wherefore: he adds that, 
„ the An F - the Lord, and ba |} 
; Jaa) i ff ba agaiuſt that Man, | 
205 oll the Curſes that' are written in 
God's Book ſhall lie upon bim, and G 
ſhall blot out his Mites 7 weder Hea- 


wen [4]. 


Yea, that Man ſhall not fail to 
be effectually deſtroyed, ſaith the Text, 


De ae ſhall Co parate that Man unto 
Evil, the Tribes of Iſrael, 


acearting, — 3 74 _y Oe 825 1. ce 
un, | | 


He ſhall * ate him unto my 


. Hall give him | UP, he ſhall leave kin 5 
to 


bid. v. 20. 


Ibid, v. 2 


firs Deut. xxix. 19. 
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to his Heart, he ſhall ſeparate him to 
that, or thoſe that wil Pa be 
too hard for. him. 


| Now this Jud; ment is much ef- 
fected, when God hath given a Man 
up unto Satan, and hath given Satan 
leave, without 1 5 to compleat his 
Deſtruction, 1 When God hath 
ven Satan leave e 2 to compleat 
i Deſtruction: For all that are de- 
| hvered up unto Satan, have not, 
nor do not come to this End. But 
that is the Man, whom God ſhall je- 
parate to Evil, and ſhall leave in the 
Hands of Setew, to compleat, without 
"dl his Deſtruction. 


Thus he ſerved Ahab, a Man, a | 
ſold himſelf to work Wi chedneſs 3 in the Sight 
_ of the Lord [s]. And the Lord ſaid, 
Who ſhall perſuade Ahab, that he may 
go up and . all at Ramoth-Gilead 7 7 
And one ſaid on this manner, and ano- 
- ther ſaid on that manner: And there came 
| forth a _ „ and ſtood before the Lord, 
and ſaid, I will * iim. fins che 


— * 


5 * 85 * 
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| ad 
A 
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3 


Tord ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And be 
| ſaid, I will go forth, and be a lying 
Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets. - 


- And be ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade him, 1 


and prevail alſo, go forth, and do ſo [t]. 
Thou ſhalt _— e him, and 01 
do thy Will, I leave him in thy 
Hand, Go forth, and do ſo. 


Wherefore in theſe Judgments, the 
Lord doth much concern himſelf 
for the Management thereof, becauſe 
of the Provocation, wherewith they 
have provoked him. This is the 
Man, whoſe Ruin God contriveth, and 
bringeth to paſs by his own Contrivance. 
I will chuſe their Deluſions for them, I 
will bring their Fears upon them [u]. I 
will leave them to their own Devices, 
or the Wickedneſſes that their Hearts 
are contriving of. I, even I, will 
cauſe them to be accepted of, and 
delightful to them: But who are 

they that muſt thus be ſeared? 
Why, thoſe among Profeſſors, that 
' have choſen rheir own Ways, thoſe 

1 72 9 


28 7 x Kings Xxii. 20, 21, 22+ 
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| _ whoſe Soul ETA in their Abomi- 
| nation. X ' 1 


Neef they received not the Lovi of 
the Truth that they mipht be ſaved : for 
for this Cau Cauſe God "hal ſend them ftrong 
Deluſiont, that the 2 believe a Lye, 
that they all might 5 damned, who be- 
lie ved not the ruth, but bad Brac in 


| Unrighteouſneſs. 


Cod ſhall ſend them; It is a great 
Word; Tea, Gad ſta end them ſtrong 
| Delufions : Deluſions that ſhall do, 
4 that ſhall make them believe a Lye. 
7 Why fo? That they all _ be damned, 
every one of them that believe not N 
Truth, but had Pleaſure in debeo x 


neſs [5]. 


There is n more Ski 

to the Lord, than for a Man to pro- 

| A when God threatneth ; for a 

Man to be light of Conceit, that 

he wall be ſafe ; and yet to be more 
wicked than in former Days: This 

| — £ —_ abhorreth the e of 
od, 


3 


: 0. 5 Thel. ii. 10, 45 11, 11 14 Ed 
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God, no marvel therefore if God's 
Soul abhorreth him : He hath in- 
vented a Way contrary to God, to 
bring about his own Salvation, no 
marvel, therefore, if God invent a 
Way to bring about this Man's 
Damnation : And ſeeing that theſe 
| Rebels are at this Point, We ſhall - 

have Peace; God will ſee whoſe Word 
ſhall [a] Rand, his or theirs. 


1 Fifth Sign. ; 
| Fifthly, Another Sign of a Man's 


being paſt Grace, is; When he ſhall. 
at this, ſcoff, and inwardly grin, and 


5 fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly pur- 


poſing to contine his Courſe, and 
put all to the Venture, deſpiſing 

the Meſſengers of the Lord. He that 
deſpiſed Moſes's Law, died without Mer- 
cy, of how much ſorer Puniſmment 
ſuppoſe Je, ſhall he be thought worthy; 
who hath troden under Foot the Son of 
God, &c. [5]. e 


Wherefore, 


4 Jor, xliy. 26, 27, 28. 
1 Heb. Xe * | - | 
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. Wherefore, againſt theſe Deſpiſers 
God bath ſet himſelf, and forctold, 
that they ſhall not believe but pe- 
Triſh. Behold ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, 
and periſh, for I work a Work in your fl 

Days, -which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, 
though a Man declare it unto you [e]. 


Alter that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


Thus far we have treated of the 
Barren Fig-tree, or fruitleſs Profeſſor, - 
with ſome Signs to know him by; 
. whereto is added alſo ſome Signs of 

one who neither will or can, by 
any Means, be fruitful ; but tbey 
muſt miſerably periſh. Now being come 
to the Time of Execution, 1 ſhall 
| Hes a Word to that alſo, After that 
thou ſhalt cut it down, Chriſt at laſt 
turns the Barren Fig-tree over to the 
Juſtice. of God, ſhakes his Hands 
of him. And gives him up to the Fire 
For bis Unreſuellencſs 1 


— 


, 
* 
— 


— — —— 
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Thou ſhalt cut ir un.. 


Two Things are here to ve conſidered,” 


1. The Executioner, Tou the Great, 
the Dreadful, the Eternal God. Theſe 
Words therefore, as I have alread 
ſaid, ſignify that Chriſt the Mediz. 
tor, through whom alone Salvation 
come, and by whom alone Execu- 
tion hath been deferred, Now giveth. 
up the Soul, forbears to ſpeak one 
Syllable more for him, or to do the 
leaſt Act of Grace further, to try 
for his Recovery; but dehlivereth - 
him up to that fearful Diſpenfati- 
on, To fall. into the Hand of the living 
C 


2. The Second to be conſidered, is, 
De Inſkrument by which the Execution is 
done, and that is Death, compared 
here to an Ax; and for as much as 
the Tree is not fellen at one Blow, 
therefore the Strokes are here con- 
tinued, till all the Blows be ſtruck 

| 8 i | at 


[4] Heb. x. TH 1 rx ll 
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at it, that are requiſite for its Felling; 
For now Cutting Time, and Cutting 
Work is come, Cutting muſt be his 
Portion, till it be cut down. After 
that thou ſhalt cut it down, Death, I 
ſay, is the Ax, which God oſten 
uſeth, therewith to take the Barren 
Fig- tres out of the Vineyard, out of 
a Profeſſion, and alſo out of the World 
at once, But this Ax is now new- 
ground, it cometh well-edged to the 

oots of this Barren Fig-tree. It hath 
been whetted by Sin, by the Law, 


and by a formal Profeſſion [e], and 


therefore muſt, and will make deep 
Gaſhes, not only in the natural Life, 
but in the Heart, and Conſcience 
alſo of this Profeſſor. The Wages ef 
Sin is Death, the Sting of Death is Sin. 
[FJ] Wherefore Death comes not to 
this Man as he doth to Saints, muz- 
zled or without his Sting, but with 
open Mouth, in all his I; | 
yea, he ſends his Erft-born,: which is 
Guile, to devour his Strength, and ro 
| bring him to the King of Terrors [g]. 3 5 


J Rom. y,. III x Cor. . 
Job xviii. 13, 14. "2%. = 1 
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But to give you, in a few ne | 
Jars, the nner of * Man's 100 


ing. 


"Fa Now he hath his TIE" Fraits 
beleagure him round his Bed, toge- 
ther with all the Bands and Legions of 
his other Wickedneſs. His on Iniqui- 
ties ſhall take the Wicked himſelf, and he 
ſhall be bolden in the Cords * bis —_ : 
Prov. v. 22 | 


2. Now "TR terrible Diſcovery of 
God is made out unto him, to the 
. perplexing and terrifying of his gul- 
ty Conſcience, . God ſhall caſt upon bim, 
and not ſpare, and be oy” Fe e of 
that which i 10 high [2] 


1 . The ak; Entry he is to go 
through, will be a fore Amazement 
to him; For Har ſhall be in the Way, 
[]-9 yea. Terrors will take hold on 
im, when he ſhall ſee the yawning 


Tous of Death to gape upon him, 
and 


15 Job xxvii. 22 e 
Ecel. xii. S | W 17 I 3 
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and the Doors of the Shadow of 
Death open bel, to give him Paſ- 
ſage out of the World. Now who 
will meet me in this dark Entry; 
how ſhall I paſs through this long 
Entry into another World, 


4. For the Reaſon of Guilt, and a 
faken Conſcience, Hæ Life will bang 
in continual Doubt before bim, and be 

Wall be afraid Day and Nigbt II], and 
ſhall have no Aſſurance of his Life. 


F. Now alfo Vant will come up 
againſt him, he will come up /ike an 
armed Man m J. This is a terrible Ar- 
my to him that is Graceleſs in 
Heart, and Fruitleſs in Life. This 
_ Want will continually cry in thine 
Ears, here.is a new Birth wanting, 
a new Heart, and a new Spirit want- 
ing, here is Love and Repentance 
wanting ; here is the Fear of God 
wanting; and a good Converſation 
wanting; Thou art weighed in the Bal- 
lance, and art found wanting 0 i 
"PHE 1 6. Together 


e! ab xxxviii. 17. [II Deut. xxviii. 66, 67. 
I roy, xxiv. alt. IXI Dan. v. 27. — 


emp | 


| " Troops [oÞ . 


F 
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6. Together with theſe, ſlandeth 
by the Companions of Death; Death 


* 


and Hell, Death and Devils, Death 


and . endleſs Torment in the ever- 
laſting Flames of devouring Fire; 
When God ſhall come up unto the Ro- 
ple, he will invade them with bs © 


IT” 
1 


But how will this Man die? Can 


nom his Heart endure, or can bu 


- Hands be ftrong [p]. 


. 


The Man groans, but Death hearts 


| [2] Exck. zl. 14. 1 


1. God and Chriſt, and Pity &ave 
left lim: Sin againſt Light, againſt 
Mercy, and the Long-ſuffering of 
God, I come up againſt bim; his Hope 
and Confidence. now lie a dying by bim 
and his Conſcience rorters and ſhakes 


continually within him. 


2. Death is at his Work; Curting of 
him down, hewing both Bark and 
Heart, both Body and Soul. aſu | | 


* 
D 75 
* 4 
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him not: He looks gaſtly, 1 
dejectedly; he ſighs, he ſweats, he 
trembles, but Death matters nothing. 


"TH; Fearfrl Cogitations - haunt him, 
Miſgivings, direful Apprehenſions of 
God terrify him. Now he hath 
Time to think what the Loſs of Hea- 
ven will be, and what the Torments 
of Hell will be ; now he looks NO 


=. Way, but he is frignted. 4 


4. Now would he live, but may 
not; he would live, though it were 
but the Life of a Bed-rid Aan, but 
muft not. He that cuts him down, 
ſways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ways the rottering Tree; now this way, 
then that, at laſt a Root breaks; an 
c Heare-ftring, | an e * 


aſunder. 


"3 * And now, conid the Soul be 

annibilated, or brou ht to nothing, 
for how happy Joni it count itſelf; 
Put it ſees the Guy not be. Wherefore 
e is put to a wonderful Strait: ftay 


| in the Body it may not, go out of 
= 2 it it dares . 115 16 ke 


the Blood ſettles in the Fleſh, and the 
Lungs being now no more able to' 
draw Breath through the Noftrils, ac 
laſt out goes the weary trembling 


Soul, who is immediately ſeized by 


Devils, who lay lurking in every Hole 


in the Chamber for that very Pur- 


poſe : His Friends take Care of the 
Body, wrap it up in the Sbeer or C. 
in, the Soul is out of their Thought 


and Reach, going down to the Cham- 


ber of Death. | 

I had thought to have enlarged, 
but 1 forbear: God, who teaches 
Man to profit, bleſs this brief and 
plain Diſcourſe to thy Soul, who: 


yet ſtandeſt a Profeſſor in the Land 


of the Living, among the Trees of 


his Garden. Amen. _—_— 
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